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THE 


PREFACE 


to uſher a Letter into the World 
with a Pretace ; as to which | 
ſhall make no other Apology, but that 
the Importunity of thoſe who prevail d 
with me to make the Letter Publick, is 
likewiſe the Cauſe of this piece of In- 


E" ſome it may ſeem impertinent, 


formality. 


Thoſe Gentlemen being of Opini- 
on, T hat the following Remarks might 
do ſome Service, they are expoſed to 
the Cenſure of the World, in hopes. that 
as in a General Aſſault , the Endea- 
wours of the Weak, as well as the Efforts 
of the Strong, are taken in good Part, 
the Author may eſcape the Cenſure of 
having been too Officious. 
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The PREFACE. 


No Man «an be ſo little acquainted 
with the Poſture of Affairs in this Na- 
tion, as not t0 know that our Religion 
and Civil Libertics have ſuffered ma- 
ny Attacks from Perfans of different Inv 
terefts and Principles. But, perhaps 
we Labour under the Infiuences of one 
of - the ftrangeſt Conjunttions, at pre- 
feut, that ever we did juwce form d juto 
a Regular Government, 

Any Man that would have offered to 
fore-zell, ſame Tears ago, T hat thoſe wbo 
were for having Praperty ſwetow'd wp 
by Prerogative, /hould in ſo ſmall a Re- 
volution of Tine, ſet up for Patrigts to 
their Country ; aud that ſo many of thoſe 
who complain d of Innavations is 
Church azd Statc,. /bould have joyned 
Tith them againfi a Government found+ 
ed upon the Peoples free Choice, would 
have been look ef upon as an Enthuſiaſt. 
vr Brain fick Perſon. _ 

Net ſuch is our Misfortyne, T bat we 
have ſeenthe Church of England wat oz- 

ly 
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ly deſerted, but accuſed of Apoſtacy by 
ſome who pretended to be her moſt Zegs= 


lous and Dutiful* Sons, meerly becauſe 
Jhe hath Recogniz'd the Title of a Prince 
wha generouſly reſcued her from the de- 
wouring Jaws of Popery, in oppoſition to 
that of anotber, who made all the hafte 
he could ro offer her up in Sacrifice to 
the Church of Rome. And at the ſame 
time we have ſeen too many of thoſe 
from whoſe Mouths nothing was to be 
heard but Complaints of an inſutportable 
Tyranny in former Reigns, ingratefully 
Joyr with thoſe who were the Tools and 
Promoters of it, ta make the Throne of a 
King, who Gloriouſly knockd off cur 
Fetters, wnflable and uneaſie- 

And now, which is flrangeſt of all, a 
third Party is taken into the Combinati- 
on, who, under pretext of joining with 
them, to afſert our Liberty, not only 
/irike- at the Foundation of the Civil 
Government, but have boldly laid the 
Axe to the Root of the Tree, and avow- 

edly 
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edly endeavour the ſubwerſion- of the 
Chriſtian Religion,dealing their Blows 
indifſerently among ft thoſe of the Church 
of England and Difſencers 

This is plain from many Inſlances, 
but from none more than the Life of 
Mr. Milcon, /arel; publiſhed by). T. 
where he endeavours to turn the Goſpel 
againſt Kingly Government, as @ piece 
of Genrilifm, forbidden by our Saviour ; 
and ſeems to queſtion the whole of the N. 
Teltament as a Forgery, like that of Dr. * 
Gaudcn's Eicon Baſilice; he repreſents 
Bps. as Gouty Feet, Gulphs of Benefices, 
and dry Pits of Spiritual Devotion ;; 
the Miniſtry as uſeleſs, for the moſt part, 
to their Flocks , as to the Sheep in 
Smithfcld Pens, and to be meer Hire 
tings if they have any Benefices; Marri- 
ace he would have diſſolvable for as tri- 
fliins Cauſes.(as T have heard it was ſome- 
times in his own Country ) as piſſing 
the Bed: And abundance of other 
things, equally defirutive to Religion 
and Ciyil Society. Tet 
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Vet he takes mighty Care to recom- 
mend the Eſtablilhmenc of a Liberty 
to the Socinians, who treat the God- 
head of our Saviour with as much Con» 
tempt as they do Church and State, and 
make Mahometuſm and Chriſtianity 
ell one in the main, as I have prov d 
in' the following Sheets. 

The matter being thus, it ſeems high» 
ly neceſſary to enquire by what - ſecret 
Springs ſuch a Perſon is afled, and 
whether thoſe of Jo near an Alliance in 
Religion with theTurks,are not gs capa- 
ble of being Penſioners to a certain Po- 
zentate in -Europe, as thoſe Intidcls, 
and for that ſame End too. 

If the following Remarks may any 
way excite thoſe who. are concerned, t0 
make ſuch Enquiries, or be « Warning 
to well-meaning Perſons that are de- 
luded by the ſpecious Pretenſuons of J. 
T. and thoſe of his Kidney for Liberty, 
to take heed they be not drawn into a 
- Combination, /uch as that of _—_— 
1an 


The PREFACE, 
lian Socinians, abort &t Ape 48d, 4- 
gainſt the Chriſtian Religion ane Ci- 
vil Government, T ſball think wy ſelf 
abundantly Rewarded. 


May the God of Heaven atid 
Farth, by whom Kings Reigh and 
Princes decree Juſtice, dire&t His Ma- 
jeſty and His High Court of Parlia- 
ment, to ſuch Meaſures as may fc- 
curc-our Nation and Religion from 
the: Attempts of ſuch blaſphemous 
Incendiarics, who are Enenmes to 
all Government, deny the Lord that 
bought them, encourage Libertiniſm, 
and would. reduce us again to hate- 
ful Paganiſm, under a Protence of ad- 


yancing Reaſon. 
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REMARKS 
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Mr. MIL T O N, 
As publiſh'd by 7. T. 


S 1 R, 
Wifh you had fav'd your ſelf and me 
the Trouble , when you defired my 
Thoughts of the Life of Mr. John Ml- 
ton, publiſh'd lately by F.T. You know 
the Charatter which that great Man hath 
left impreſs d upon the Minds of the learned 
World 1s ſuch, that his Aſhes ought not to be 
diſturb'd, nor the Hiſtory ot his Life attemp- 
ted by an Ordinary, and much lefs by an 
Obnox1ous Pen z and therefore in the firſt 
place, I cannot but bewail his Fate, that un- 
der the :Notion of the Hiſtory of his Life, 
he ſhould now be es” Wha to the World 
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( 2) 
in ſuch Colours, as F. T. hath thought fit to 
draw him in. It is ftoried of the /tabian 
Painters, That they Compliment their Mt- 
ſtreſles by drawing the blefſed Virgin «ccard- 
ing to their Featuresz and in truth I am of 
Opinion that the Author deſign'd the like 
Compliment to himſelf in forming Mg Ms 
ton's Character ; for his natural and acquir'd 
Parts, Eftate, Publick Poſt, Great Reputati- 
on and Univerſal Eſteem excepted, the Paral- 
lel ſeems to be drawn as near as may be. 
1 his you may perhaps think ſevere, but if 
you conſult the laſt two Pages of this pre- 
truded Life, you will find it to be exactly 
true : For there we have an Account, *© That 
* Mr. Milton in his early days was a favour- 
© er of the Puritans; in his middle Years he 


© was beſt pleaſed with the Independents znd 


© Anabaptiſts, as allowing of more Liberty 
* than others, and coming neareſt in his Opi- 
* nion to the Primitive Practice ; but in the 
© latter part of his Life he was not a protelſs'd 
t Member of any particular Se&t among \ hri- 
© ftians z he frequented none of their Aflem- 
© blies, nor made uſe of their peculiar Rites 
* in his Family. This, I am inform'd, & © 
exactly the Authors own Temper, that no 
Man, who knows him, can doubt of it ; for 
he was formerly a Papiſt, then a Church of 
En:land Man, next a Presbyterien, and ts now 
beſt pleaſed with the tndependents and Ana- 
bapriſts ; 
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baptifts ; and for that very Reaſon too, be- 
cauſ: they allow him more Liberty than 0- 
thersdozand therefore he Compliments them 
with coming neareſt the Primigive Prattice 
in his Opinion. But then he gives thenrfair 
Warning, that in the latter part of his Life, 
he yl — none of their Aſſemblies, 
nor Make uſe of none of their peculiar Rites ; 
a mighty Loſs, and which they ought now 
to bewail, as Mermaids do the approaching 
Winter in the middle of Summer. Now what 
Man alive, that has any value for Mr. Milton's 
Character, can with Patience hear that great 
Man repreſented asan Hypocrite in his Youth, 
a Libertine in his middle Age, a Deiſt 
a little after, andan Atheiſt at laſt > Yet ſuch 
15 the noble Character aſſign'd him by F. T. 
For in his Youth he ſays, Page 27. He en- 


aged againſ} the Biſhops to kelp the Puritan 


Miniſters, who were inferiour to the oth:y mm 
Learning. Page 30 and 34. He wrote in de- 
fence of Sineflymnuus [| which is altogether 
Presbyterian. } Page 6 1. he ſays, This was 
only a Service #0 the Pretbyterians by accident, 
for he never miended to ſet up the Conſijtorian 
Tribunal im the room of the Hierarchy. And yet, 
Page 77. He brings him in, enjoyning the Preſ- 
byterian Model, in theſe words : © Let them al- 
* ſemble in Confiſtory with their Elders and 
* Deacons, to the preſerving of Church-Dit- 
* cipline, each in hus ſeveral Charge, If _ 
B 2 


(4) 


be not either to make Mr. Mon, or F.T. 
his Biographer, guilty of Hypocriſie and Con- 
tradiction, let the World judge. 


Then as to the Charge of Lybertin;ſm he 
fixes it plainly upon him, Page 5 2,&c. where 
he gives us an Account of, * His diſqqrning 
© his Wife, and reſolving never to talſe her 
# back again, becauſe ſhe refuſed to come to 
him when ſent for, and diſmiſs'd his Meſ- 
ſenger with © ontemptz and at the ſame 
time kept Gaudy-Days with his Friends, 
and particularly the Lady Margaret Lee, 
whoſe ſprightly Wit and good Senſe drew 
frequent Viſits from him', that thereupon 
he publiſh'd his Dofrine and Diſcipline of 
Divorce. And, Page 70. ſays, That he was 
ſeriouſly treating a Marriage with a young 
Ladv of great Wit and Beauty, when his 
Wite threw her ſelf at his Feet, acknow- 
ledging her Fault, and begging Forgive- 
neisz and yet at firſt he ſeemed inexora- 
« ble. If any thing of this be the Character 
of a Chriſtian, and not exa&ly that of a Li- 
bertine, Let Men of Senſe and Religion de- 
termine. 

1hen as to the Charge of Desſm, we are, 
told, p. 151. * That Mr. M/ton ever ex- 
«-prefſed the profoundeſt Reverence to the 
© Deity. 2s well in Deeds as Words; and 
would 24ay £0 his Friends, that the —_— 
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$7, 
© Properties of Goodneſs, Juſtice and Mercy, 
* were the adequate Rule of Human Actions 
© nor leſs the Obje& of Imitation for private 
* Advantages, than oi Admiration or Reſpect 
* for their own Excellence and Perfection. 
By 7. T's leave, I muſt make bold to fay, 
Thgt this tine and high-flown period, makes 
either himſelf, or his Hero, to have a very 
falſe Notion of the-Deity z tor to make the 
Inknite Perfections and Attributes of God an 
adequate Rule for Human Actions, is, ac- 
cording to the literal ſenſe of the Word, to 
make Man equal to God ; whereas we find, 
by Experience, that his Revealed Will is more 
than an adequate Rule to the Holieft of Men, 
ſo that they come infinitely ſhort of it. Bur 
we want words to expreſs; nay, thoughts 
to conceive, how much ſhorter we muſt 
needs come of thoſe Incomprehenfible Artri- 
butes juſt now mentioned : This is like Job's 
Friends, to darken Council by Words with- 
out Knowledge. But if we are to believe 
God himſelf, his written Word is our Rule ; 
without which, we ſee the greateſt and wiſeft 
of Men, who had the higheſt and moſt re- 
tin'd Notions of his Attributes, have but 
grop'd, like blind Men, in the dark. The 
luſtre and brightneſs of his Perfe&ions, ſerv'd 
only to dazle their Eyes, and confound their 
Apprehenſions, But in his Word, he hath 
been graciouſly pleas d to condeſcend to _ 
Infir- 
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(6) 
Infirmities and Weakneſles, and revealed him- 
ſelf ſo, in, and through a Mediator, as that 
we may have acceſs, with boldneſs, to his 
Throne, and a fuller knowledge of him, and 
our duty towards him; than ever we could 
otherwiſe have had. This, therc's nodoubt, 
Mr. Milton underſtood as well as any an, 
but it's F. T's bulineſs torepreſent him as a fa- 
vourer of the Socmnians and Derfts, who not 
contented with Revelation, form to them- 
ſelves Notions of a Deity according to their 
own corrupt Reaſon. 

In thelaſt place, he makes him an Atheiſt, 
a perfect Separatiſt from all Chriſtian Afﬀem- 
blies, and a neglecter of their Rites in his Fa- 
mily. What he means by their Rites, ex- 
cept it be Publick, Family, and Cloſet- 
Worſhip, I know not ; and if he neglected 
thoſe, by the Verdi& of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, he was liable to the Vengeance of 
the Almighty, Fer. 10. 25. Heb. 10. 25. 
Thus then you ſee, how kindly Mr. Milton 
is treated by F.T. he had rather ſubjet him 
to damnation it ſelf, than not have him a 
Patron to his own Socinian Principles. It 
muſt be own'd indeed, that there's no ſuch 
Myſtery as this to be found in Ghriftianity. 

But to purſue this point a little further, 
Enemy to all 
ſorts of © lergy-men and Churches, which 1s 
another mighty point gain'd to A 

or 


(7) 
For proof' of this, he tells us, p. 27. &c. 
* That he heartily engaged in the diſpute, 
* againſt the Order and Vices of the Biſhops z 
* that he accounted our retaining of Ceremo- 
© nies, and confining the Power of Ordination 
* to Dioceſan Biſhops, the chief Impediments 
© of a perfect Reformation; That our Cere- 
* monies are ſenceleſs in themſelves, and ſerve 
©for nothing but to facilitate our return to 
© Poperyz That our Biſhops, tho' they had 
«© renounc'd the Pope, they hugg'd the Pope- 
* dom, afxd ſhard the Authority among 
* themſelves , and made their proſtitute Gra- 
© vities the Common Stales to countenance 
4 every Politic fetch; That the Mortaleſt 
© Diſcaſes- and Corvulſions of the Govern- 
* ment, did ever proceed from- the Craft of 
5 the Prelates, P. 47. That the Biſhops were 
« the Gulphs and Whirlpools of all Benefices, 
© and the Dry Pits of all ſound Dodrine z 
© That Chaplains were the Sewers, or Yeo- 
* men-Ulſhers of Devotion, where the Maſter 
* is too Reſty, or too Rich, to ſay his own 
* Prayers, or to bleſs his own Table. P. 48. 
© That the Liturgy is fantaſtical, if not (ente- 
* teſs, in ſome places xz and that the like, or 
<£ worſe, may be ſaid of the Litany. So much 
may ſerve for the Church of England. 
P,75.He brings him in upbraiding thePresby- 
« $er4ans, with being miſled by ſome of a turbu- 
 lentSpirit;with falling off from their firſtPrin- 
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* ciples ; affe&ing Rigor and Superiority over 

Men not under them z darting againſt their 
* Brethren the wreſted Laws and Scriptures 
* thrown by Prelates againſt themſelves, and 
© as being the moſt Pragmatical Sides-men of 
<every Popular Tumult and Sedition, &c:; 
which 7. T. thinks not ſevere enough, and 
therefore he 1s very liberal of his own pault 
Choler upon that Party, as we ſhall fee af- 
terwards. 

P. 116. he gives us an account of his rail- 
ing at the Independents, and upbraiding them 
with taking that Name, whilſt they ſought 
to be dependent on the Magiſtrates for their 
Maintenance ; which. two things, Indepen- 
dence and State-hzre in Religion, can never 
conliſt long or certainly together. 

Thus the Church of England, Prerbyterians 
and Independents, are obliged to F. T. for ra- 
king up Mr. Mzslon's aſhes, and blowing 
them in their facesz but this is not enough, 
tho' they be the three great Parties in this 
Nation, F.T. has a nobler Work ftill to 
perform, and therefore he brings Mr. Milton 
to laſh all Churches in general, by ſaying, 
P- 15 1. That love of Dominion, - or mclination 
to Perſecution, was a piece of Popery inſeparable 
from all Churches. 

It is to be obſerv'd, at the ſame time, that 
he brings nothing from him againſt the Ans- 
boptiſts ; the reaſon of which 1s: plain, RE 
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has a mighty dependance on that Party at 
preſent, he tinds ſome amongſt them that are 


ready to aflift him in propagating his Anar- 
chical Notions, to the diſturbance of a well- 
ſettled Government, and therefore he muſt 
deal gently with his Friends. It's cenſure 
enough for them, that Mr. Mzlton frequented 
none of their Aſſemblies, and made uſe of 
none of their Kites in his Family, no more 
do I ſuppoſe will 7. T. but fo long as he tinds 
the Pence or Porridge a coming : they may, 
as ſobn as they fail in that, expect the ſame 
Treatment trom him, that he 1s now fo libe- 
ral of to his old Friends the Papiſts, © hurch 
of England Men, and eſpecially the Presby- 
terians, Who, to ſay the Truth, are as apt 
to play the fool, in chufing the objects of 
their Bounty and Kindneſs, as any Party 
under Heaven. It's well enough known to 
the World, F. T. is not the firſt Viper they 
have huggd in their Boſoms, the itings of 
whom methinks, ſhould at laſt teach them 
ſomething of the Wiſdom of the Serpent, 
and make them conlider better next time 
who they -are, towards whoſe t ducation 
they contribute; The like may be faid of 
Z T's gratitude to the Church of Engiand, 
and particularly to the Memory of Dr. Hop- 
kgns Biſhop of Londonderry, to whole favour 
I aminform'd he was not a little oblig'd. ; 


but the beſt return, it ſeems, he can make 
C to 
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to the Order, is the raking up a fulſome $i- 
mile of Mr. Milton S, Þ. 47. viz. * A Bis 
ſhop's toot, ſays be, that has all its Toes 
* (maugre theGout) and a Linnen Sock over 
* 1t, 1s the apteft Emblem of the Prelate him- 
F ſelf, who being a Pluraliſt, may under one 
© Surplice hide four i'enetices, beſides the 
© great Metropolitan Toe, which ſends 'a 
* foul ſtench ro Heaven Ir's true, F. T. calls 
this an unpardonable Simile, but why then 
would he revive it ? It muſt "certainly be for 
no other reaſon, but that he has a mind, as 
far as his Talent will reaeh, to make Clergy- 

men of all Orders and Denominations ridi- 
Eulous, 


"This will appear undeniable, if we con- 
ſider how, p. 66. &c. he brings i in Mr Mit 
$08 ridiculing the Office of the Miniſtry. 
* AS the Wealthy Mans Factor for Religion, 
© to whom he reſigns the whole Ware-Houlſe 

* of his Religion ; ſo that a Man may now 
* ſay, his Religion is no more within 
© himſelf, but is become a dividual Moveas 
* ble, goes and comes near him according as 
* the Miniſter frequents the Houſe, that the 
* Wealthy Man Feaſts his Religion, Lodges 
© him ; his Religion comes home at Nights; 
©''s liberally Supp'd, ſumptuoufly laid aſleep, 
© riſes, is ſaluted 3 and after the Malmley, 
© or ſome well-ſpic'd —_—_ (and Fn 
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* Breakfaſted than he whoſe Morning Appe- 


© tite would have gladly fed. on green Figs, 
* between Bethany and Jeruſalem) his Reli- 
* vion walks abroad at Eight, and leaves his 
* kind Entertainer in the Shop, Trading all 
* the Day without his Religion A Paro- 
* chial Miniſter, who is at his Hercules Pillars 
*1na warm Benefice, 1s eafily inclinable to 
© finiſh his Circuit in an Engliſh Concordance, 
* and a Topic Folio, a Harmony, and a Ga- 
© revs, treadihg the conſtant Round of cer- 
* tain Doctrinal Heads, attended with their 
* Uſes, Motives, Marks and Means, out of 
© which, as out of an Alphabet, or Sol fa 
* mij, by forming and transforming, join- 
© ing. and difjoining variouſly a little Book- 
* craft, and two hours Meditation, he might 
* furniſh himſelf unſpeakably, to the per- 
* farmance of more than a Weekly Charge 
© of Sermoning, 


* And Page 177. lt is niot neceflary to the 
© attainment of Chriſtian Knowledge, that 
© Men ſhould fit all their Life long at the 
© Feet of a Pulpited Divine. . Whole Sheep 
© oft-times fit all the while to as little pur- 
* poſe of benefitting, as the Sheep in their 
© Pews at Smybpeld. 
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No doubt but this was a pleaſant Feaſt to 
FL T. and his wan Friends z and to be 
fure they bleſs themſelves mightily for che 
Invention, that they can thus run down the 
Othce of the Miniſtry in the borrowed Wit 
of ſo great a Man as Mr. Mikon; but let'F. 
T. and his Abettors remember that our Savi- 
our hath ſaid of his Miniſters, 1 hat whoſoever 
deipiles them, du{piſes him $ and they that de- 
ſpile him, ceſpile the Father that ſeht him. 
So that the Tranſition from deſpiſing+the 
Minittry, to thecrying down of the Godhead 
of Jeſus, ard from Deriſm to Atherſm, ſeems 
to be very Natural and Eafie. It's true; he 
quotes. Mr. Mzslton, ſaying Page 1 +6, That be 
jveaks not this in Contempt of the Mikiftry, 
but hating the common Cheats of both : But that 
+ only like him who throws about Fire- 
brands aud- Darts , and fays , 4m not Þ in 
Sport ? = 


I ſhall noe inſiſt upon. his Quotation from 
Mr. Milton, which he makes uſe of to run 
down Fathers, Councils, Univerſities, and 
Publick Maintenance for - the Viniſtry , It 
ſufices to obferve. in General, That there's 
good Ground to ſuſpe&t, that part of 'F''T's 
Deftgn 1n ti1s Collection is, to ridicule the 
Chriſtian Religion, as eſtabliſhed in this Na- 
tion, without any diftin&ion of Conformsſts 
or NVonconformiſts 3 tho' 1,e bears harder upon 
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-Enemies,.and yet angry at his Death. They 


(1) 
the latter, becauſe he knows he may do 
with more fafety. 


His Malice - againſt the Presbyteriatis is 
very remarkable, he thinks, as was hinted 
before, That Mr. M/ton did not fay enough 
againſt them, and therefore he is reſolved to 
ſupply. that Detect out 'of his own' Stores, 
As Page 64. he ſays, They were more intolle- 


'vably Rigorous, Severe aud Tyannical m ihe Far- 


tiament timer than the Biſhops were” before, 


.Page 73. That the Presbyterian Miniflers, who 


from the beginning were the Kings mortal Fne- 
mies, were then enrag'd that the Independents 
and other Sees ſhould enjoy either Life or L5- 
berty, (not angry at the Fatt but the Fattion) 
did tragically aeclaim in therr Pulpits, that the 
King's Uſage was very bard, that bis Perſon 
was Sacred and Inviolable, aud that amy V9: 
lence offered to him mm the Feld ( much lefs by 
the Hands of an E.xecutioner ) was contrary to the 
Dottrine of the Reformed Churches, 


I am of Opinion, That F. T's new Friends, 


the Independents, will ſcarely thank him for 


this Vindicition of the + resbyterians,- That 
the Fact of cutting of King ' Charles I. was 
not 1heirs: Nor will it be very eaſie- for 
him to reconcile thoſe two Poſitions, That 
the Presbyterians were the King's mortal 


that 
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that know the, Hiſtory of thoſe Times, afe 
not ignorant that the Presbyterians, whilſt 
they had any Intereſt in the Parliament or 
Army, always expreſled themſelves with Ho- 
nour of the King's Perſon, and tha they Vo- 
ted his laſt Conceſſions'a ſufhcient Ground to 
Treat with Him; and were altogether 
againſt his Triat and Death, as having taken 
Arms for the Defence of their Liberries and 
Religion, and not the Deſtruction of their 
Prince. But 7. T's Friends, the Independents 
and dnabaptiſis, had other Deſigns in view, 
nothing, leſs than his Blood could pave the 
Way to their projected Anarchy in Church 
and Statz: And therefore, asf, T. fays him- 
ſelf in the Hiſtory of Stgudeug Armres, which 
he is proud to have thought his, Ol-ver, who 
was the Head of the Fattion, came into the 
Parkiament- Houſe with an armed Force, beha- 
ved himſelf like a mad Man, turn'd them out of 
Doors, and modell'd the Houſe according to 
his own Mind, or to this Effet. 


Page 57. He diſcovers the Plot, and the 
Reaſon of a'l this invenom'd Malice againft 
the: Presbyterians, viz, Becauſe they warmly 
joined with others, the laſt Parkament, to pro- 
mote Penal Laws againſt the Sociniansz and 
therefore ſays, he finds few People will believe 
that thoſe in England differ from theer Bre- 
thren in Scotland about Perſecution, nor 

their 
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their own ſufferings of late have made them 
more tender #0 the Conſciences of others. This 
naturally leads Men to think that they bave 
not repented of their Rigour m the Groil Wars, 
and that ſhould the Difſeners once more get the 
Secular Sword into their Hands, they would 
preſs Uniformity . of Sentiments in Religion as 
far 43 any other Proteſtants or Papiſts ever 
yet have doxe; witneſs their inbumane Treat- 
ment of Daniel Williams, 4 ſober Man and 
judicious Divine,. for no Cauſe that I can ai- 
cern, but that he made Chriſtzauity pltamer thay 
ſome of hu Collegues m the Miniſtry. 


1 his is Bogtrotters Senſe and Gratitude 
twiſted together. This is F.T's Reward to the 
Presbyterians, for maintaining him at his 
Studies beyond Sea and as profound Senſe 
as ever was ſpoke in Teagueland. Every Bo- 
dy knows that 'twas the Independerts that 
treated Mr V:llams in that barbarous man- * 
ner, and that” it was the Presbyteriaus who 
did then and do ſtill eſpouſe Mr. William's 
Cauſe: And therefore to argue from this 
Paſſage, That the Dsſſenters in General, or 
Stn: in Particular, are of a Perſe- 
cuting Spirit, is like the Admirable Wiſdom 
of 7. Ts Country-man, wv ho ask'd his Fel- 
low Lackey, By my Shoal, dear Foy, do. ye 
thmk, 1 ſball overtake my Maſter's Coach be: 
fore I come at it? Such another proof of 7. 

Ts 
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Ts :Wit and Ingenuity we have Page 60, 
where he falls toul upon the Presbyterians, 
becauſe Mr. Garyl , an Independent, gave his 
Imprimatur to an Anſwer to Mr. Milton's 
Book about Divorce. Yet this is the mizh- 
ty Man that fets up for Reformer General 
of Church and State ; tho' ſame are of Opi- 
nion, that he 1s fitter to teach' his Country- 


men to gut Oyſters. 


VVe muſt follow him a little too beyond 
Tweed, but ſhall firſt take Notice of another 
Bogtrotting Trip Page 7s. He tells us, That 
be hopes the Bulk of thoſe now called Prel(- 
byterians i England, ſonic few leading Hen 
excepted, are nv ſuch Enemies to a Toleration, 
and that they underitand no more of the Conſt- 
florian, Cluſfical. or Synodical Fudicatories, than 

they allow of the Inquijition or Hierarchy. Well, 
firſt to admit thit the pulk are no Enemies 
to a Toleration, and then to except ſome 
few, is a very good Irsb Diſtinction, But 
then again, Page 78, He tells us, That few 
will believe that #e Engliſh Presbyteriaus 
difter from their Frethren 1n Scotland about 
Perſecution : ſo that here's both Nonſenſe 


and Contradictions. 


But we muſt pardon him, his Paſhon was 
in a ferment upon the Remembrancg, that 
Atkenhead, one of his Brethren in Blaſphe- 


my, 
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my , was hang'd by the Presbyterrans inf 
Scotland ſome time ago, and therefore he 
Vows Revenge upon the whole Bak of 
thoſe of that Name in both Nations. 


That you may the better judge whether 
the Scotch Presbyteri2ns deſerve the Cha- 
rafter of Perſecutors or not , for hanging 
that Fellow, I ſhall give you an Account 
of what was prov'd upon him at his Trial, 
as follows, viz. * That he denied the Exi- 
© ſtenceot a Deity, maintaining that God, 
* Nature and the World' were the ſame 
* thing z that Divinity and the Doctrine of 
* Chriſtianity , was a Rhapſodie of fanſied 
* and ill-invented Nonſenſe, patch'd up part- 
© ly of the Moral Dodtrines of Philoſophers 
* and Poetical Fictions, and Extravagant 
* Chimera's He call'd the Old Teſtament 
© Fzra's Fables, ſaying, That Ezra was the 
© Inventer thereof. He' afirmed the New 
* Teſtament to be the Hiſtory of the Im- 
* poſtor Jeſus Chriſt, who ( he ſaid) had 
* learnd Magick in Fgyptz by which he 
* made the Ignorant believe he wrought 
© Miracles. He alſo curſed our Holy Savi- 
* our, and did affirm, That the Doctrine of 
* Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, was a proud 
* and preſumptuous Device, and that the 


* Inventers thereof are damned, if after 
| D this 
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this Life there be either Reward or Pu- 
niſhment. He likewiſe affirmed, That if 
ever there was ſuch a Man as Moſes, he 
was a Magician and Impoſtor alſo ; and 
preferred him and Mahomet, as having 
more Skill in their Arts (as he termed it ) 
than the bleſſed Jeſus. He ſaid, That he 
hoped to fee Chriſtianity much weakned, 
and that he was confident, in a ſhort time, 
it would be utterly extirpated. \ 


Now, let any Man judge, whether ſuch a 
Monſter of Blaſphemy deſerved to live, and 
what ſort of a Man F.T. is, who is fo an- 
gry at the Scots Presbyterians for hanging 
that Wretch; and at the Engliſh Presbyters- 
ans, for concurring laſt Sefhons of Parlia- 
ment to have Penal Laws enacted againſt 
Sccinizans, whole Dodtrine overturns the ve- 
ry Foundation of Chriſtianity, This gives 
me ground to ſuſpect, That F. T has indeed 
more than ordinary Reaſon to be concerned 
at the Fate of that Scotch Blaſphemer ; for, 
if he durſt freely ſpeak out his Mind, P. g1. 
He ſeems to Ballance mightily towards A#- 
kenhead's Opinion, That the Alew Teftament 
is a Forgery ; for there he tells us from the 
_ ke E:icon Baſilice, That he ceaſes to 
wonder any longer, how many ſuppoſuzzious Precer, 
under the Name of Chrifh, by Apoſtles, _ 
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ther great Perſons, ſhould be publiſh'd and ap- 
prov'd im thoſe Primitive Times. 1 confeſs my 
ſelf to be but flenderly Versd in Antiquity, 
and therefore the diſcovery of my Igno- 
rance in that Point is the more pardonable ; 
bur at the ſame time I muſt needs fay, That 
I don't remember of any duppohtitious Piece 
alledg'd upon our Saviour, his Anſwer to 
Abgarus's Leiter excepted, 1 know that the 
Divine Authority of the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, of the Revelations and others have been 
objected againſt by ſome z and that the /:- 
turgies , and Canons, &c. father d upon 
ſome of the Apoſtles, are rejeted by many : 
But to queſtion the Divine Authority of 
any of thoſe Books, of the Old and New 
Teftament, that by Chriſtians in General are 
received as Canonical, has a dangerous'Ten- 
dency. And we have the more Reaſon to 
ſuſpe&t F. T's Words, becauſe of the Hetero- 
dox Opinions he hath already publiſh'd, 
That another of the . Party did ſometime 
ago write a Book, call'd, Tie Oracles of Reas 
ſon, with a deſign to ridicule RevAatioand 
that it is certainly the Intereſt of the Socs- 
mans to do fo, becauſe they are not ab!#to 
withſtand the irrefitibl2] - Force of thoſe 
Arguments which are ht againſt them 
from the Old and New Teftament. But, in 
the mean time, what Occaſion was there 
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tor F.T. in his Account of Mr. Milton'; 
Life, to advance ſuch Propoſitions, or to trou- 
ble the World with his own filly Thoughts 
and ' malicious Refle&ions ? Mr. Mzlton's 
Name is indeed ſufficient to procure ſome 
Regard to the Text z but I don't know a 
Reaſon why the Vpeid ſhould have the ] 
Eſteem for F. T's Comment, 


We have ſeen enough of the Vomit that 
7. T. hath diſgorged trom his foul ſtomach 
2g2inſt Religton, and the Ordinance of the 
Miniſtry, and ſhall, in the next place, take 
notice of another delign he has upon. our 
Morals ; and that is, about the Afﬀeair . of 
Marriage and Divorce, p. 55. &c. where he 
gives an account of Mr. Milton's Opinion 
concerning Divorce, ,, occaſtoned by his Wifes 
refuling to come to him when ſent for, &c. 
as mentioned before. I ſhall not now enter 
upon the diſpute at large, that point being 
handled by many Authofts, and of late, in 
a Book call'd, Concubinage and Poligamy di ſ- 


+. provd, in Anſwetto Butler's Defence of Gon- 


cubinage. But this is evident, that if other 
Cauſes beafſign'd for Divorce, than Adultery, 
and wilful Deſertron, which are the only two 
Caſts we find mentioned in the N. Teſtament, 
it will be attended with horrid, conſequen- 
ces, and eſpecially if +the Party. be allow'd 


to 
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to be judge in their own Caſe, as F.T. repre- 
ſeats Mr. M:lton to have been in lus; and in 
defence of his Practice, to have laid down 
this Poſition, viz. That Indsſpoſetzon, UHnfit- 
neſs, or contrary Humows, proceeding from any 
anchangeable Cauſe in Nature, hindring, and 
always likewsſe to binder the niain ends and 
benefits of Conjug as Soczet;, (that 15 to fay,Feace 
and Delight) are greater Reaſons of Droorce, 
than Adultery, or Natural / rigidity, provided 
there be a mutual Conſent for Separation. 


Whether 7. T. repreſents Mr Malton's Ar- 
gument fairly or not I know not, but any 
one may ſee, that admitting thoſe Cauſes to 
be ſufficient, there's this great defect jn the 
Poſition, viz. That there's no mention of 
having the Allowance of the Church and 
Civil Magiſtrate z nor, indeed, of ſo much 
as asking it, which,*if negleAcd in ſuch a 
Caſe, would quickly fill the Kingdcm with 
Fornication, Adultery, and a <Spurious 
INue. Many things might be ctjxqcd a- 
gainſt the Poſition it ſelf, as that it is con- 
trary to Scripture, which afligns a Meet 
help, and the Propagating of a Gedly Seed 
as the chief ends of Marriage, Gen, 2. 18. 
1. 2. $8. Mal. 2. 15. whereas Peace ard 
Delight might have becn had without it; 
the Man could not have fallen into Strife, 

4 when 
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whien there was no other Human Creature 
for him to diſagree with z and he had the 
Perfe&tions of God and himſelf, and all 
the Beauties of the Creation to delight A. 
without the Woman. But this is the miſ- 
chief on't, when Men will become Wiſe 
above what is written, they d6 but diſco- 
ver their own Folly and Weakneſs. 


Then again; for Indiſpoſition to be a cauſe 
of Divorce, is Unreaſonable as well as Un- 
chriſtian. It is unreaſonable ; for at that 
rate, Sickly and lndispos'd Perſons muſt be 
expos'd to unavoidable Calamities, and the 
hazard o' being negle&ted by all others, 
when abandon 'd by ſo near a Relation, It 
is an addition unto, or rather an overwhelm- 
ing them with Grief ; muſt expoſe their 
Children to Contempt, and occaſion fatal 
Diſcord in Families, betwixt Children of 
different Mothers and Fathers, and their 
Relations; and, by conſequence, is incon- 
ſiſtent with (that Peace and Profit) which 
7. T. ſays are the main ends of Conugal 
Society. 


It would be Unchriſtian, as contrary to 
our Saviours Rule, of dot as we would be 
done by, and of making any other Cauſe of 
Divorce, but Adultery and Deſertion. jt 
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wonld be as Unnatural, as for a ſound part 
of the Body to negle&t a wounded Limb, 
ſeeing the Scripture teils us, that a Man and 
his Wife become one Fleſh. 


Contrary Humours is yet leſs tolerable ; for 
in that Caſe, either of the Parties, when 
they had a mind to change, would be ſure 
to be croſs humour'd on purpoſe. 


Then as to auchangeable Cauſes in Nature, 
hindring the ends of Gonjugal Society, they are 
ſooner pretended than } airs. and not 
always eafie to be diſcover'd. 


As to the Mutual Conſent, I have already 
ſaid that it is not enough, without the Ap- 
probation of the Church and Civil Magi- 
ſtratez and befides, it may be obtain'd by 
force from the Injur'd Party, who may be 
rendred ſo uneafte, that they will chule ra- 
ther to Conſent, than to live in perpetual 
vexation and danger. Theſe are ſome ob- 
vious Objections, which occur to me imme- 
diately upon reading what 7.T. calls Mr. Ms/- 
tou's grand Poſition z as to his own, I think 
them unworthy of a Reply, or any further 
Remark, than that he had nothing to do to 
mix his own Impertinent Jargon with 
Mr. Milton's Life ; but it is Natural for one, 


who 
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Who does all he can to ſap the Foundations 
of Chriſtianity, to be a Patron of Immo- 
rality. £ 


He knows how grateful a Doctrine it 1s 
to Libertines, which he lays-down of him- 
ſelf, p. 56. 1 hat the Marriag? Covenarit may 
be undone, when the Perſons find things 
otherwiſe than they promiſe themſelves $ 
and that it is Tyranny to puniſh their fo 
doing. The Sparks of the Town will, no 
doubt, congratulate his happy Invention fot 
ſuch a plaulible way of changing Wives in- 
to Miſl:s; for at this rate, when any dif- 
taſte ariſes betwixt them and their Waves, 
theres no more to do, but for both Parties 
to draw Stakes, as he words it, and leave 
Matters as they were before. If this be the 
Purity of the Socmman Dodrine, we may ra- 
tionally conclude it never came down from 
Heaven. 


Another, and which I ſuppoſe is his main 
deſign, is to promote the Cauſe of a Com- 
monwealch ; but ! remember 1t was object- 
ed againft the late King James's Regulation, 
that he imployed mean and unfit Perſons in 
the Deſign, and therefore it was generally 
concluded it would not ſucceed. I am far 


from thinking that F. T. is unploycd __ 
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bulk - of the Commonwealth Party, what- 
ever he may be by a few ; but this 1 think 
I may venture to fay, That his Manage- 
ment and Concern will add no Reputation 
to their Cauſe. ' If the advancement of So. 
cinianiſm and Immorality, and an unlimited 
Toleration to Herefies of all forts, muſt be the 
Preliminaries. ' It's very reaſonable to think, 
that it will be a while, ere a People 
zealous for the Chriſtian Religion, expreſs'd 
in the Docrinal Articles of the Church of 
England, can think of coming to a Trea- 
ty with thoſe who are for a Common- 
wealth. 7 


It's pleaſant to find thoſe, who have fo 
well, and fo juſtly baffled the Do&rine of 
the Jare Dsvino-ſbip of Kingly Government, 
exclufive of all others, fall into the ſame 
dotage themſelves as to a Commonwealth. 
And thus 7. T brings in Mr. Milton, p.120. 
laying, That Chriſt forbad his Diſciples to 
admit of any ſuch Heathertiſh Governmenr 
as that of Kings ; from that Scripture, The 
Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip over 
them, and they that exerciſe Authority upon 
them are called Benefaforr, but = ſhall not 
of ao Text hath been often and pro- 

'd againſt Lording it over the Faith 
of Chiriftians and domineering over = 's 
; = ert- 
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Heritage, which - the Apoſtles themſelves 
diſclaim, 2 Gor. 1. 24. but there ſeems .no 
reaſon (with deference to Mr. Mslton's Judg- 
ment) to apply it againſt prog | Govern- 
ment, any more than againſt that by States z 
for whereas Lake calls them Bea«is, Kings, 
Matthew calls them apyorres, which ſignifies 
any other Princes or Rulers. Mark calls 
them d:x#vres ape and wean, thoſe who 
are accounted to Rule, and great ones , ſo that 
at this rate of arguing, no ſort of Magiſtrate 
nuſt be allowed at all, not ſo much as a 
Mayor in a Country Corporation, who, 1n 
reſpe&t of the Inferiour Burgers and Towns- 
men, may well be accounted ue9a26-. Then 
let 7.T. fee toit, how he will be able to de- 
fend any Commonwealth, that ever was, 
or haz now a Being in the World, againſt 
this Anarchical Interpretation, or how he 
can juſtifie any ſort of Magiſtracy amongſt 
Chriſtians, which alone ſhews the Princi- 
le to be abſurd, deſtructive of Human 
itety, and Introducive of Confuſion, 
whereas God is a God of Order. 


Beſides, it is ridiculous to call Kingly Go- 
vernment Heatheniſh, when it was the Go- 
vernment of the Jews, and approved of by 
God himſelf, who gave a Law to direct 
their Kings in their Adminiſtration, Dewt.17. 
V. 14+ 
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P. 14 Our Saviour commanded Tribute to 
be paid to Geſar, and did not diſfown, but 

lainly confeſs his Right to be King of the 
Leer himnſolf tho' he declared that his King- 
dom was not of this World. 


And the Apoſtle, 1 Per. 2. 13, 14. com- 
mands ſubmiſſion to every Ordmance of Man, 
whether it be to the King as Supreme, or unto 
Governours, without any ſurmiſe, or hint, 
that when Nations became Chriſtian, they 
ſhould reject Kingly Government. 


On the contrary ; it is a plain and Au- 
thoritative Injun&ion to Chriſtians to be- 
have themſelves peaceably under whatever 
Form of Government Providence ſhould caſt 
their Lot ; not to uſe their Liberty for a Cloak 
of Licentrouſneſs, | but to Fear God and Honour 
the' Kzng ; than which there can be nothing 
that' moredired&tly condemns the Practice of 
F. T. and thoſe of this Kidney, who ſpeak 
and write reproachfully of all Kings, wit- 
neſs their Hcalths; that the Thrones of 
Kings may be upon their own Heads, and 
their Crowns under the Peoples Feet ; and 
their fly and malicious Inclinations in their 
Pamphlets, about Standing Armies, and others 
againſt His preſent Majeſty's Perſon and Ad- 
miniſtration, tho” the beſt King that ever 
Englend had. E 2 It's 
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It's ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed, That one of 
7. T's changeable Temper, is capable of good 
Advice z but it were to be wilh'd, that:thoſe 
who think a Commonwealth the beſt Form 
of Government, would conſider that the 
time wherein Mr. M:ton hv'd and ours. is 
different, the  Conſtitutiqn. was then difſ- 
ſolv'd, the King beheaded, his Ilue baniſh'd, 
the Biſhops and their Form, of Church-Go- 
vernment” pull'd down 4 fo that the People 
had then a-fair Opportunity to form them- 
ſelves into a Commonwealth, without any 
further Blood{hed or Trouble ; and there- 
fore {Mr. Milton and other Men might leſs 
ſcruple to do all that in them lay. to erea 
that ſort of Government here 5 but the Cafe 
15 now altered, qur Kingly Government. 1s 
adminiſtred by the greateſt Prince of the 
Univerſe, the Champion and Reſtarer of our 
Religion and- Laws; both of which, have 
their free Courſe, every. Man may fit under 
his own Figg-Tree, ſecur'd in bis Property ; 
the Bench 1s filled with upright and kearned 
Judges z moſt of the Epiſcopal Sees are 
adorn'd with Perions of - Learning and Pro- 
bity ; and Diſſenters have their Liberty ta 
worſhip God as their own Conſciences di- 
re& : So that to diſturb ſuch-a Government 
as this, by endeayouring: to {ct up another 
| Form, 
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Form, muſt unavoidably throw us into an 
Inteſtine War, which would quickly prove 
more fatal to us than the tedious War which 
we are juſt now come out of It the Com- 
monwealth Party had been able to have et- 
fected any thing, their Seaſon was when the 
late King run away, and before the preſent 
Government was eſtabliſh'd by the Conven- 
tion 3 but to offer to diſturb a Government 
ſettled upon fo yu a Foundation, and with 
which the People are fo well ſatisfied, is cer- 
tainly contrary to all Laws Humane and Di- 
vine, 


Another Reaſon FM T. had to promote the 
iſhing Mr. Mikon's Lite was, his plead- 
—_ Llerey to Lutherans, Arete 
baptiſts, Arians, Socinians, aud Arminians, 
And bis d:ſapprovmg ehe Terms of Trawty, Tri- 
munity, Goeſſentially, Triper ſonality, aud the like, 
a the Notions of Scbolaflicks, who makg a My- 
flery of that mm their Sophsftick, Subtleties, which 
1 m Scripture 4 plain Doftrine, Þ. 144, 145. 
A little lower he brings bim in, commending the 
Authors and late Revivers of all theſe Sets or 
Opruions, as Learned, Worthy, Zealows and Re- 
ligious Men. This pleaſes F. T. ſo much, that 
he is in a perfect Extalie, and ſays, He never 
met with any Perſon who ſpoke with ſo much 
difentereſiedneſs aud tmperizality of our parks 
| fs, 
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Sefs, except Thomas Firmin. Tho' at the 
ſame time Mr. F;rmin, as | am informed, was 


/ 1o much diſſiisfedt with him, that he refusd 


to give him any Countenance : But F. T. 
thinks this (troke of his Pen neceſſary to con- 
ciliate a Reſpe&t to himſelf and his Books, 
among thoſe to whom Mr. Firmin's great 
Charity rendred his Name Savory. He is, 
however, ſo juſt, as to quote Mr. Mzlton's 
Reſtriction too, wiz, That the beſt Method to 
prevent the increaſing of Popery in this Nati- 
on, is by the Toleration of all kinds of Proteſtants, 
or any others, whoſe Principles do not neceſſarily 
lead them to Sedition or Vice, 


But what will 7. T. ſay, if it be proved 
that his Principles, and thoſe of his Party, do 
neceſſarily lead them to Sedition and Vice ? 
I am afraid they will ſcarcely be able to 
evince the contrary from their Practices. We 
have heard already what looſe Principles, as 
to the diflolving of Marriage, F. T. has endea- 
vour'd to propagate. Nor do I ſee what 
good Morals we are to expe& from ſuch as 
deny the Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt, by which 
they make him a Lyar, who re-called Mar- 
riage to its Primitive Inſtitution, condemned 
thoſe frivolous Cauſes of Divorce in the Jews, 
which 7.T. would now revive again ; and 
taught ſuch a refin'd Morality, that — 
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ſured a luftful look as Adultery. If Jeſus 
Chriſt was a Lyar, in owning himſelf to be 
the Son of God, God himſelf, and <qual with 
God, which the Jews charg'd him with, to 
prove their Inditment againſt him for Bla- 
ſphemy, we have no Reaſon to believe that 
ſublime Chaſtity which he teaches in the 
Goſpel, but- may fafely return to Poligamy 
and Concubinage, as practis'd among the 
Jews. 


Let F. T. prove, if he can, That this is 
not the natural Conſequence of denying Je- 
ſus Chriſt to be God : And if it be fo, it muſt 
be granted, That the Socinian Frinciples have 
a vicious Tendency; and therefore, accord- 
ing to Mr. M:kon's own concefhon, ought not 
to be tolerated, 


But much more will it appear, that they 
are not to be ſuffered, when we conſider 
their other Doctrines, ſuch as that of WV olzo- 
genius, who in his Commentary on Mat. 20. 
v. 28, ſays, There is no ſuch Juſtice in God, 
as doth exa&t Vindictive Puniſhment for fins ; 
and the ſame is maintain'd by Crellzus, in his 
Aniwer to Grotius de Satisfatlione, and by 
Socms in his Theological Prelections 


Then 
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Then the Opinion that Socrrms, and others 


of them, broach about Death Eternal, that 


it is nothing but a perpetual continuance in' 
Death, or Annihilation z that Everlafting 
Fire is ſo called from its Efte&; which is the 
Eternal Extin&tion or Annihilation of the 
Wicked, who ſhall be found alive at the laſt 
Day, muſt neceſſarily be an inconragement 
for Men to indulge themſelves in the parſuit 
of all ſenſual Pleaſures, and -cannot have 
any influence to deter them from the great- 
eſt of Villanies to reach their ends, provi- 
ded they can but eſcape the Sword of the 
Civil Magiſtrate P-: 

Their denying of ſecret Aﬀiſtances, and 
the certainty of God's fore-ſeeing all future 
Events, that depend upon the Freedom of 


Man's Will, muſt needs alſo have a tenden- ' 


cy to incourage Immorality, 


I ſhall only add, that certainly no Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrate would ever allow the Ma- 
hometans to form themſelves into Societies, 
erect Moſques, and write Libels againſt the 
Chriſtian Religion, in their Dominions, un- 
der pretence that they think themſelves ob- 


lig'd in Conſcience to doſo ; and therefore, 


there is much leſs reafon to ſuffer ſuch, as call 
themſelves Chriſtians, to undermine the 


Foundations of our Religion, and to teach, 
that 
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That thy Jews and Turks who bclicve 
and worſhip the One True God, are mn 
a nearer proximity to Suvation than we 
who bzlieve the Trinity; and that Me- 
hoeget meant not his Religion fhoul4 be 
cſtecm'd a New Religion, but on/; t'e 
Reſtitution of the true Intert of the Chri- 
fties Religion; and this tie Scrrmiins do, 
as.may be ſeen in their Book called A 
Exho ation to free Enquiry, p. 3. and the 
Reſolution concerning th? Trinity, and 
Incarnation, þ. 18, 1g. which verihes 
the old Propheſte of Sznler, Thar tlic 
Socinian Doftrins would prepare the 
way for Mahameraniſm, and bring ruine 
upon thaſe flouriſhing Countries where 
it 1s ſown, as may be ſeen in Cloppen- 
Farch's Preface to his Confuratioa of 
Compendio'um Socinianiſmi. 

It were to be wiſh'd chat moſt of thoſe 
who have embrac'd that pernicious S:ct- 
nizp Error, would examine their own 
Conſciences fairly, and try wheth-cr a 
loaſe Converlation, and Love to an un- 
controlable Purſyvit of their fenfuul Pleas 
lures, which makes op the beſt parc of 
Mahomet's Paradile, did not at fir't berer 
in tem! a good Opinion of that Hereiie ; 
apd to confider whether the ditiojuce 
Lives of moſt of their Fraternity 4c not 
2 juſt Judgment upon, th:m fron God; 
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for groving Vain in their Imaginations, 
and rejeting all thoſe Principles of Re- 
ligion which they cannot fathom with 
their ſhallow and corrupted Reaſon, ac- 
cording to that of the iſt. of the Ro- 
mans, Becauſe they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful ; but became 
Vain in their Imaginations. Their foo'iſb 
Heart was darkned ; and profeſſing th-m- 
ſelves to be wiſe, they became Fools. Where- 
fore God alſo gave them wp to Vile Aﬀetti- 
0s and Uncleanneſs, through the Lufts of 
their own Hearts , to diſhonour their own 
Bodies. L=tF.T. mock this as a Pulpit- 
Syſtem, it he pleaſe ; but he would do 
well to remember that it 15 the Cenſure 
of the Holy Ghoſt by the Mouth of the 
Apoſtle. 

I think it is evident cnough, that his 
Practice in writing Pamphiets againſt the 
King's Adminiſtration, ſubjefts him to 
the Firſt Part of Mr. M:lton's Cenſure, 
as Seditious ; and therefore he ought not 
to be tolerated. Then, as to the Prin- 
ciples he advances, I have faid before, 
that, cloſely purſucd, they will allow of 
no Magiſtracy at all ; an Error that ſome 
cf his new Fricnds the Anabaptiſts have 
been formerly tax'd with, and he ſecms 
to be riding Pol? towards it. 


As 
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As to a Liberty for Arriazs and Soc;- 
pians, which he preſſes ſo much, I muſt 
bez leave to diſſent from Mr. Mi/t-n in 
that Point. Mutual Forbearance in things 
indiflerent, as Meats, Drinks, and Days, 
iSenioyn'd by the Apoltle, Rom. 14. 16. 
15. 17. Col. 2. 16. but at the ſame time 
he commands Hereticks to be rejected by 
the Church, after the firſt and ſecond 
Admonition, Tit. 3. 10. ard calls the 
denying of the Lord that bou:ht them ; 
whereof thoſe that deny the Godhead of 
Teſus Chriſt, are rin Ouiry ; 4 dam. 
nabl: Herefje, ln the - of the Kevels 
tions, the Church of Epheſus is commen- 
ded for trying falſe Apoſtles, and (inding 
them Liars ; and for bating the Nicolai- 
tans, who arecommonly ſupp3'd to have 
maintain'd the lawtulnefs of a Commu- 
nity of Women ; towards which, F. T. 
ſeems ro be making Advances. The 
Church of Pergamos 15 b'am'd for /«fe- 
rins thoſe that taught the Do Trine of Ba- 
laam, 4n1 of the Nicolaitans ; as 15 the 
Church of Thyatirs, for ſuffering Jeza- 
bel, 2 falſe Propheteſs, to [tdic? Prop/: 
to commit Fornication ; yet, theres n» 
doubt, but all theſe pretended to Conſci- 
ence, Liberty, and good Precedents, as 
the Nicolaitans are ſaid to have « 


from the Example of Nicolas , 0 
F 2 expos'd 
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expos d its Wife to be commoa ; and as 
Mr. Butler late'y &1d, from tlie praftife 
of the Jewiſh Patriarcis, 1a defence of 
Concubin ge. 

If 7. T. ob;cQ, that thoſe Pcople were 
Vicious; I reply, that Blaſphemy, of 
which the Soctnran: are guilty, is as 
great a Crime as any here mention'd ; 
and rhersfore to be pun'{}'d, bur not pcr- 
mitted, by the Magiltrate. Nor is it 
confi'icnt with Chriſtian Zeal to-fuffer 
ny fuch Perſons as call themſelves Chri- 
ſt:ans, and yet at the ſame time cnter- 
rain ſuch Principl:s as muſt neceffarily, 
it our blcfſed Savicur were now upon 
Fart', oblige them to murder him as the 
jews did, and upon that very ſame 
2ccount tov, vis. bccaule, as they 
thought, he being a Man, made himfelt 
God,” Joon 10. 313, Then arrtainly it 
mu't b: the Duty of Kings, and Qurens, 
and cther Magiſtrates, who are promisd 
to be Nurling Fathers and Morhets to 
the Church, under the Goſpel, Iſs. 29; 
22. to protett her from lach pernicious 
En:m es as would adminitter Poyſon ro 
che People committed to their Charge ; 
otherwiſe they don't aft the Part of 
Nurſing Fathers atd Nurſing Mothers 
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As to the Reviver of the Arrien, and 
Founder of the Secinian Herefie, Fanſtus 
Socinus, he was fo far from being either 
a Learned or Good Man, as J. F. would 
ſuggeſt from Mr. Mzs/:on, that he never 
follow'd any Regular Study, but pick'd 
up his Notions from his Uncle Leliss's Pas 
p:rs, with which he let up to be Head 
of the Set himſelf ; his own Compani- 
ons calld him a Paſlonane , Turbulent 
and Abuſive -Man, upbraided him with 
writing too precipitantly and raſhly, and 
that he had roo good an Opinion of him- 
ſelf, which may ſerve for a Mirror ro 
F. T. to view his own Face in. This 
and a great deal more may be found 1a a 
Letter which Squartia Lapus wrote to 
him in 158x, and is printed amongſt Sors- 
#us his Works. Niemojrwins in a Letter 
writ to him in 1584. and others of his 
Companions, upbraid him with Para- 
doxes, and horrible Opinions coatrary to 
the Wcrd of God. He is alſo charg'd 
with ſaying the Arrians gave too much 
to Jefns Chriſt , affirm'd that our Saviour 
took « Tourney to Heaven after his Baptiſm 
and came down ar4in, to avoid the force of 
that Text, that no Man heh aſcended »p 
to Heaven, but be that cime donn from 
KHeeven, John 3. 13. he demed the Im- 
menſity of God, aſcribing him 2 _ 
147 
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liar Corner in Heaven, and alledg'd that 
he knew only neceſſary Eftets. Then 
let J. T. fee to it how theſe Poſitions 
are conſiſtent with Learning or Viety. 

Servetus the Patriarch of the So:tmiins, 
is charged by Staniſlaus Lubieneſcius's 
Hiſt. Refor. Polon, with extrafting his 
Opinions about the Trinity, out of the 
Alcorn. Catvin charges him with revi- 
ving the Error of the Manichees, inhold- 
ing,that Man's Soul was a Portion of the 
Divine Subſtance, and ſays he was the 
Grand Patron of the Azebaptifts of that 
Age ; ſo that 7. T. as naturally and ac- 
cording to the Example of his Patriarch 
to fall in with that Party now. Much 
more might be {aid of the Errors and Vil- 
lancus PraQtiſes of the Firſt Spreaders of 
that Herelie, as Valentinus Gentilis, and 
Alcia'ns, &c. but this 15 enough to make 
the FiIlſhood of that Aſſertion appear, 
that t/;e Reviversof thoſe Opinions were 
Good and Learned Men. 

The mention of Serverss, and. Valen- 
tinns Gentilis, puts me alſo in mind of 
th: Villany and Malice they were guilty 
of towards Calvin and the Reformed at 
Geneve, Which ſhews alſo that F. T. atts 
naturally when he trcats the Presbytcri- 
ans ſo Abuſively, of which I ſhallunly in- 
{tance one Villanous Slander, p. 78. * That 
| © they 
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they have a Proje&t of Comprehenſion 
now on foot, whereof ſome. Men of 
Figure among 'em ſeem to be ſo Fond, 
whereby the reſt arecaſily deceiv'd and 
like to be left in the Lurch by certain 
Perſons who for ſeveral Years paſt, 
made the Hierarchy and Liturgy ſuch 
ſtrange Bugbears ; tho* it the Church 
will pleaſe ro become a kind Mother to 
themlelves, and ſhew a little Complai- 
ſance for their old Friends, they are 
ready to pronounce her Orders, her 
Prayets, and her Ceremonies to be ve- 
ry Innoceat and Harmleſs things, but 
miſtaken formerly for the Pillars of An- 
* tichriſt, the Symbols of Idolatry, the 
* Dregs of Popery , &s. Then he 
concludes the Paragraph thus. * The 
* Wiſhes of all Good Men are, that the 
* National Church being ſecur'd in her 
* Worſhip and Emoluments, may not be 
* allow'd to force others to her Commu- 
© nion, and that all Diſſenrers from it be- 
© ing {ecur'd in their Liberty of Conſci- 
* ence, may not be permitted to meddle 
* with the Riches or Power of the Na- 
© tional Church. 

I don't believe any of the Presbyteri- 
ans have fuch an Eſteem for }. T. as to 
entruſt him with their Secrets, nor that 
thoſe of the National Church , y the 

wo 
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Two Houſes of Parliament, who muſb 
form the Compreheafion iato a Law, ib 
any ſuch thing be on foor, are like to rake 
DireQions in that Aﬀair from ſuch a Li- 
bertine as he The Wiſhes of all Good 
Men which he pretends to know {o well, 
I believe he knows nothing of at all ; for 
ſcarce any that knows him, think him 
worthy of their Company : And as for 
his Suggeſtion that ſome Men of Figure 
among the Presbyterians are like to betray 
and deceive the reſt, the World will ex- 
pe& betrer proof than Iriſh Evidence for 
it, c'er they believe it. The Comprehen- 
ſion that hetalks of, is like the reſt of his 
Iriſh Sence ; for if the Presbyterians ap- 
prove of the Orders, Prayers and Cere- 
monies of the-Church, as he ſuggeſts they 
will do, its a full Conformity, and ren- 
ders a C henſion needleſs. I am 
ſo far from 7. —_—_ that all Good 
Men are againſt a eheaſion, that 
I believe the quite coatrary to be true, if 
{uch an Union could be effeted, as mi 

not bear hard upon the Conſciences of ei- 
ther Party , all Good Men woald rejoyce 
at it; tho* I know that there is:nothing 
more dreadful to ſuch Proftigates as he 
than the leaſt appearance of it; becauſe 
then their blaſphemous Opinioss,'and im- 
moral PraQtifes would be more narrowly 
mquir'd 
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inquir'd unto, and have a greater Force to 
contend with; it is the hard fate of the 
Presbyterians that they are lathzd on all 
hands. The dilſenting Settaries hate 
them becauſe they are for a National 
Church, and Parociual Conttirution, and 
have never been Encmics to Kingly Go- 
verameat : The Hightlawa Cl:urchmea 
hate them more than other Ditlenters roo, 
upon that very Account, becauſe they 
think chem their moſt dangerous Rivals; 
and ſo muc' the more, that the Mode- 
rate Churchmea and they have a good 
Eſteem, : and mutual Honour for one ano- 
ther. So that it Worldy LIntereit , and 
FaRion, did not preveart it, an Union bes» 
twixt them might calily be accompliſh'd 
to the unſpeakable Advantage of theſe 
Kingdoms in particular, and of the Pro- 
teftant Intereſt in general; butas it were 
unreaſonable in the Presbyterians to de- 
fire, that the Church ſhould Relinquiſh 
any thing which they beheve to be of Di- 
vine Ioftyution j it werees unreaſonable 
for the Church 0n- the ocher hand, to de 
lire their Aſﬀent and Conlnt to humane 
Inſtitutions, as Terms of Communion, 
which in Conſcience they cannot Com- 

y with ; nordo's is appear tor all 7. 7's, 
anderous Suggeltion, that they are any 
ways inclinable to ſuch a-Compliance, of 
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which any Perſon may ſoon be ſatisfied 
that reads My, Baxter's Emglifh Noxcon- 
formity, and yet its known he would have 
gone as far towards a Comprehenſion as 
any of the Party. But F. T. being a 
— himſelf, meaſures other Mens 
Conlciences by his own, which appcars 
to be one of the largeſt Size, and nearly 
allied to his Countrymen's Broggs, that 
let out the Water as faſt as they ler it in. 
Tf he or his Friends find themſelves ags 
grieved by this fort of Treatment, let 
them read his own Apology for Mr. Mz. 
tons being ſharp upon” Salmaſias:: I am 
ſatisfied all good Chriſtians will own, 
that he that denics the Godhead of Jeſus 
Chrift, deſeryes as ſevere a Rebuke as 
he that condemn'd the Murder of King 
Charles ; and that he who reviles Church- 
of-Ermgland-Men, Presbyterians , and In- 
dependents, nay, all that profeſs Chriſti. 
anity in general, Sceinians excepted, with 
ſo much freedom, is as fit to be treated 
with Contempt, as he that wrot. againſt 
the Rump Parliament, eſpecially when 
they conſider the Learning and Reputa-» 
tion of Ss/maſius, and how much Inferi- 
or F T's. CharaQter is to his in every 
ReſpeCt ; and that, as I have faid already, 
he is engaged in a _ who prefer Ma- 


hometiſm ro the Chriſtian Religion, as 
eſtabliſh'd 
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eftabliſh'd in this Nation, which gives 
bur tao Juſt Caule ro ſuſp*Ct rhe I'ruth 
of that Saying, formerly charg'd upon 
him, That he hop'd to be at the Hegd of 
as Great a St as ever Mahomet was, -and 
in-truth it were no loſs to this Nation if 
he were ſent as a Preſent to the Grand 
Signzor, to {ce whether the Mahometans 
think fir ro make him their Mutti. For 
I am of Opinion he will ſcarcely, accord- 
ing to Mabomet's Example, be able to 
deceive any rich Man's Wite to forlake 
her Husband, and {urniſh him with Mo- 
ney for advancing z lis Herefic in this Na- 
tion. His looſe j2ottrice abuur diſſolving 
of Marriage wh-3 he (ball be p/ea'd to think 
rhe Much wnſit, or t0 acceſe his Wife of 
Ina'ſpoſition , &c. is a good Caveat for 
our Englth Women 1iort to trult him, 
nor do I hear that he is in any Condition 
to comg to a good Compolition with 
them tor Damages in luch a Cal-:, ashig 
propoles, p. 56. 

There are many other things in this 
preteaded Life that dulerve a Remar', 
as his Vanity and AﬀeRation in mixing 
his own Thovglhts and Comments, f:: - 
ſooth, throughout the whole ; his tul- 
ſome Flatreric, of many Gentlemea now 
a'ive, whom lic pulis into hK& Narrati. e 
by Head and Shoulders, ſome of whom 
(; 2 | 
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I am fatisfied don't thank bim for his 
Commendation ; his new fangled way 
of denying the ordinary Title ot MMF. 
which the Civility of England prefixes to 
the Names of any Gentlemen, or others 
whom they d-ſign to treat with the leaſt 
forr of Reſpe&. But this perhaps he hath 
done to pleaſe the Quakers, many of 
whom are a fly and preciſe ſort of Socs- 
nia; all of which, tho* but minute 
things, may ſerve to diſcover his Fop- 
p.ſhneſs and AﬀeCtation ; end that he is 
t:tter to be contemned than any way re- 
garded, were it not that there are lome 
Fools who admire him, and perhaps 
ſome of a worſe CharaQter that ſupport 
him; as finding him a Tool farted to their 
purpoſe. 

It were to wilbed that thoſe in Autho- 
rity did more narrowly Enquire after 
ſuch Incendiaries ; it being no ways im- 
mm" that ſuch Perſons, who by their 
'rinciples, think Turks and Jews nearer 
to Salvation than Chriſtians, and allow 
themſelves a Liberty to joyn with all Par 
ties to carry on their Deſigns, of bring- 
ing the DoCtrines of the Trinity, and 
Chriſt's Satisfaction into doubt; as 
Leonardus Abbas Buſalis, L elius Socimus, 
Bernardinns Ochinas, and about Forty 
others of the Italian Combination, did 
about 
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about 1546. as we are inform'd by Wiſſe- 
watins's Compend. Biblioth. Antitris. p. 18. 
It is no way improbable, I ſay, that 
ſuch Perſons may be ſer on by the Courr 
of Rome it ſelf, to oyerturn the Refor- 
mation, as well as Valestinus Gentilis, 
and Serwetus, were diſcharged by them, 
and ſuffered to publiſh their Blaſphe- 
mies openly, as fon as they underſtood 
that their — was to oppoſe Calvin, 
as Wwe are told in Leben. Hiſt. Refor. 
Polon. This is ſo much the more pro- 
bable that F. T. and thoſe he can ſeduce, 
are the loudeſt in their Clamours againſt 
the Adminiſtration of His preſeat Ma- 
jeſty, who is, under God, the chict Pillar 
of the Proteſtant Iatereſt ; and therefore 
finding that it would be too bare-fac'd to 
attack him under an open Profeſſion of 
Popery, they now aſſume the Form of 
Socinians , and would give themſelves 
out for the chief Aſſerters of Liberty and 
Property. 

To conclude : Whatever 7. 7. may 
have quoted 1n his Life of Mr. Mzton, 
to favour a Liberty to the Socinians, it's 
hardly ſuppoleable that any Nation, tru- 
ly Chriſtian, will ever ſufter ſuch poyſo- 
nous Vipers to neſtle among 'em, as 
* Compare the Myſtery of the "Trinity 
* to the A#gyprian Hieroglyphicks ; lay , 
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© that the Myſtery is fooliſh, and their 
* Hieroglyphical Language as falſe and 
© contridictory, as vaia and trifling; that 
* the DoQrine of the Trinity is the very 
* Genius and Spirit of the Old Myſtical 
* Hieroglyphicks, that is to ſay, partly 
* fooliſh, and partly falſe. That what 
© Cato (aid of the Reman Augurs, is appli- 
* Cable to the Aihanaſias Doors. z. e. 
© (thoſe who teach the DoQrine of rhe 
© Trinity) that tho' their Religion be eſta- 
* bliſhed by Law, warranted by Cuſtom 
© and Preſcription, for all that *twas a 
* Cheat ſo groſs and palpable, thar he 
© could not but admire they were ſuch 
© {tark Fools, or fuch perteft Knaves, 
* that, meeting, they —_ carry a grave 
© Look u one another. Thelc are 
the handſome Reflections they make on 
the eſtabliſh'd Religion in a Book call'd, 
The Trinitarian Schem?, Þ. 7. 

Then as to the Sacraments, they treat 
them with a Contempt equally blaſphe- 
mous and irreligious, as may be ſeen in 
the Trinitarian Scheme confidir'd, * Let 
* a Vanin Black, fay they, ſprinkle you 
* with the Churches Water, or give you 
© abit of Bread, os a ſup of Wine, oyer 
* which he hath pronounc'd the Wonder- 
working Words, preſcrib'd in Mcther 
Churches Rztual, tho* by Nature you 


© arc 


(47) 
* are as bad as the Devil, you ſhall be 
* preſently inclin'd to as much Good as 
* will fave you from Hell, and qualific 
* you for Heaven, — elſe the Churches 
* Incantation produces only a momenta- 
* ry Eff, and a falſe Appearance of 
© Good, no leſs certainly, I fay, than by 
* tying the Norman Knot you may gain 
© the Love of the Perſon you defire. If 
a party that thus ridicules , and blaf- 
phemes our Saviour, and the Doqtines 
of the Goſpel, ought to be tolerated, let 
the Chriſtian World determine. 
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Deſign'd to have made an end here, 
but it coming into my Thoughts 
how much 7. T. values himſelf upon 
the invective Charafters of Men, Books, 
Sets, Parties, and Opinions, which he 
hath _ together in his pretended 
Life of Mr. Miltox ; T thought it might 
not be diſſerviceable to repay him a lit- 
tle in his own Coin. For his own Cha- 
rater, it's ſcarce worth the drawing ; 
yet any Man who has a good Faculty at 
deſcribing 1g norance, Impudence, Ingrati- 
tude, - , Libertsniſm, might go a great 
way towards it in a few Words ; and be- 
ſides what may be prov'd from his Wri- 
tings, there's Evidence enough to be 
found amongſt his Acquaintance to in- 
ſtrut the Particulars: So that - any 
Painter 
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Pater won! be at the Pins to draw his 
itcad, and any Author beltow a tew M:- 
gures upon his Life, it might ferve 2s a 
Litele Supplement to the next Edition 
of Rf. s Panſebia; wiere, if they 
pleas' d, they might de 'crabe Ari 4s vVO1 1+ 
ne his Bowels, roveth er + ch his ſtink 
ing Herchies, and 7. I. 1ckiazr them Bp ; 
at which lmpls y meat 1 thatt | I2AVC hin, 
and take rhe Charatte: of the Party, 
(whole _Anti-fioanan's he ml ſeem to 
be, © a hittle imo Corti feracion. 

The firſt thing I ſhall rake notice of, is 
their Agreem mt ani Harmony w th the 
Church of Rome, im tie V ords of K #4- 
rw, One of their own Writers, wie 
ſays, * That che Papifts, of ail othier's, 
© have the moſt Reaton to be k14d torke 
© Soctnient, bictult in the chit Articles 
* of the Thrritien Faitlt, rhiey agree With 
* the Church of R-»»z- more than any 
5. other Set, w:2z. in the Doftrine of 
* Predeſtiation, itl:Qion, and Cond!- 
* tional t eprobation ; the Univerfaliry 
* of God's (race, and Fruits of Chrilt's 
D-ath; of Free Will, and its Intereſt 
m the Converlion of Man tothe Faith; 
of Tuſttticarion, which 5 made cffectu- 

* al by . Charity; of rhe Necethry « 
© Good Works, which they urs: more 
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' vehemently than any other Churel: ; 
* of the Poffibility of Keeping all God's 
* Commandments; of the Difference 

betwixt the Old and New Teltament, 
* preferring the New before the Oid, 
* with reſpe& to the Promiſes, and Pre- 
* cepts ; of the Difference betwixt Ve- 
* nial and Deadly Sins, &c. 

If this be duly conſidered, it will not 
appear to be any uncharitable or 1!l- 
grounded Conjecture for us to think that 
the Revival of the Socinian Herelie wh 
1» much vigour, ſince the Revolution, 
15 an Eſtect of Popiſh Subtilty and Ma- 
lice, to prevent a turther Growth of the 
Reformed Religion, and to diſturb His 
Majetfty's Government, eſpecially confi- 
dering their deep Sil:znce before rhat 
time, and that F. T. and other Sec7»7- 
ans, of late have been {ſo bulie to create 
an 11! Opinion 1n the People of the pre- 
ienr Adminiſtration, by virulent ill- 
naturd Pamphierts, and for that very 
Reaſon fall in with the Jacobites and 
Commonwealths-men. This, probablI:; 
is the Cauſe why 7.T. and others, are 
ſs much enraged at the ACt again(t Blal- 
phemy, lait Scſſions; and therctore it 
zpnears plainly to be His Majeſty's _ 

rel 
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reſt to p.efs the Enatting of further Laws 
againſt ir, as hz has gractuully done in 
Ins Specch. We have no Reaſon to doubr 
ur tlie [trxl fans arc as much concern'd to 
form a © ombination to Gilturb the Re- 
formation nov, as they 01d by Leon dy 
Abbas Baſſ-lis, Lelins Socin's, &c. in 
Catvis'; ime, as has been formerly 
mentioned 

The 2d. thing I fhill rake noatuce of, 
is th:ir Arreement r1th the Turks in Mat- 
ters of Religion, I have already hinted, 

th 't thc Author -f the Nites 944 Ath '4- 
ſtzzs, P. 32. favs, * That the Jews ant 
* Twk: win heitrve and worinip the 
* one trite God, and him only, ae þ r- 
R 2aps in 4 nearer Pr "ximity to Silwvition 
* than [ich ar, rnainſt [ ffi: ent Oppritunt- 
* ties of a richt Information , and for 
* Wo'lay Intereſt, have ap'ſt:tiz d from 
* th: (h iff ian Faith to the Athaniſ6im. 
And th: in another of their Pamphicts, 
intiru) ', R ſolutions comrerning the 1 r1- 
nity ana In arnatiin, P.18., and 19. they 
tell uz, * Thar divers {iftorians wil 
* have it, that Mabome! meant not his 
* Religion ſhould be efteem'd a new Re- 
* ligion, but only the Rethirurion of the 
© True Int2nt ct the Chriftian Religion. 

* 'They affirm moreover, Thar th: 

* Learicd 
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* Learned 2/ahometans call themicelves 
© the T:u2 Dilcipl-s of che 3/+fizs, cr 
* Chriit. 1ntumating thereby, Thar C hri- 
* ftians are Apoitates from the moſt ef- 
* {encial Parts of the Chriltian  Do- 
Clrincy n 
a order to fix this Charge upon the 
Ge:nerality of & ng/iſh Sorinianr, we ſhall 
make uſe of the Authority Of Sorrmes 
himſclt, who in his Anſwer to the ſame 
Ciiarge of Ma/ ometaniſm by I j kas,could 
n2t free hiumle.f and bis Followers from 
It by any other Argument, bur chat they 
gave Divin? Worſhip to Jeſws Chriſt. —- 
And in his Inſticutions of the Chriſtian 
Religion, Tom. 1- p. 56. he lays, That 
they who are againſt the Werſhip of Chritt 
c1un0t be Chriſtians. 

But the Gencyalicy of the Exgl ſb $o- 
eam/ans rejett the Avoration oft Clirilt, 
and fay, that there are no Acts oft Wor- 
ſhip ever requir'd ro be paid to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, but ſuch as way be paid to 
a Civil Power. to a Perſon 1a h gh Dig- 
n:y and Oihce, to Fr ph CS, aiid Huly 
Mun, or to ſuch as are aCtuilly pofſels'd 
of tt: Feavenly Bcatitudes.. A-ſwer to 
Mil>orn, p. $0. 

Ergo, by the Authority of Socinus hum- 
ſelf, the Generality cf the Expliſb Soct- 
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n'ans are Mahome! ans and not Chriſtians. 
And from the Anſwer to Milborn, it lke- 
wiſe appears that they fall in with the 
Papiſts, in worſhipping Saints d parted. So - 
thar their Religioa is a Medly of Maho- 
maaniſm and Popery. 

in the next place it may be proved 
from the Authority of the learnedtt Man 
who favours their Party, and of whom 
?. T. lays, that he is the greateſt Phylaſo- 
pac that hath been in the World ſince Ci- 
cer0, P. 147, It may, | ſay, be proved by 
his Authority, that che Mehometans are as 
good Chriſtians as the Engliſh Soctniens; 
thus in his Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 
P. 26. &c. and p. 192. he lays, the great 
Propoſition commwoverted concerning Teſs 
of Nazareth, was, wheth:y he was the 
Meſlial cr ot, and challenges any Man 
$0 (bew that there was any other DoGrine, 
upon. their Aſſent to which, cor Disbelief 
of it, Men nere pronoun:'d Felievers, or 
Unnrlieuers. 

But in the Second Chapter of the A/co- 
rin, Jeſus of Nazareth 1s declared to le 
the Nicthas, in theſe Words, among 0- 
thers : O05! Mary, Got declar:thunto thee 
a Word fr om which (ball precied the Meſſhas, 
wamen Jeſs the Son of Mary, tull of Ho- 
your in this Worll, and that (bel be in 
th - 
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the other, of the number of Interceſſors with 
his Divine Majeſty. 

Ergo, the Ma'ometans are according 
to the Author of the Rezſonablentſs of 
Chriſtianity, as £50d Chritt:ns as the 
Engl; S-cinians ; and indecd, for any 
thing I kaow , they deſerve the Fre. 
terence, for chap. s. of the Alcoran, tiicy 
lay, God hath imprinted Ind\!eltty tn the 
Hearts of the Jews, b: -:uſe | amongſt orher 
things) they br «(ted that they had /, ſain the 
Mcſizh, © eſs the Son of Mary; whereas, 
as I have ſaid before, the Socinians acs 
cording to their Principles, muſt n-eds 
2pprove of the Jews haviag pur ſum ro 
Death for his Blafphemy , In maki'g 
himſelf God. 

Another thing wherein the 3Mahomee 
tans and our Engliſh Sorinians agree, Is, 

about the Worſoip of Jeſus Chriſt. We 
hive jicard thar the latrer will "only al- 
low him fuch Worſhip as may be given 
toa Civil Power, Cc, and Sandins in his 
Hift, Fine, lib. 3. a Work mightily 
ettcem' by the Socinians , tells us the 
Turis maintain thar Chriſt ovoht to be 
w rſhiy LK but nt with that hiohe|t ſort 

f Worſhip, wherewith the | ord his God is 
Worſhip ed ; and yet at the fame time 
Az/r04:4 ow NS, in th. A4/ "Oran, that Jeſus 
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Chriſt is on the Right Hand of God, and 
he himſelf on the Left. 

I ſhall inſiſt no further on the Apree- 
ment betwixt the Engliſh Soc;nians and 
the Tarks : What is atready done being 
cnouzh to ſhew that they ſubvert: the 
very Foundations of Chriſtia-:ity , and 
therefore ought not to be tolerated 1n a 
Chriftian Nation, | 

The next thing I ſhall take notice of, 
is, the aboinable H: pocrifie and Difſimu- 
{ition of the Sacinians, by which in a Je- 
ſuitica! manner, they transform them/e/wes 
into all dhapes ; male no Conſcience of #14 
Frand:ulet Subſcripticns and Perjury , bat 
Subſcribe and Sneir to what they never )*- + 
belicVd nor intended ; and dca't care what » 
Methods they mike uſe of , provided they 
tin thereby ſubvert the Doftrine of the T r:- 
nity, and Chris Satis/aftion. 

'This Charge is made plain upon the 
Italian Combination , formerly menti. 
on'd, by Wiljcwiuin: 1n his Narrat. Com- 
pend, Biblicth. Antitrin. and Lauvieneſcius's 
Hit. Reform. Polon. Calvin in his 
Theological Trafts, &c. and is as plainly 
prov'd again!t our Engliſh Soc:#1ans by 
thcir Book of th: Athan1(1in Creed, xot 
requir'd by the Church of England; wherc- 
in they ſay the Thirty Nine Articles, 

41* 
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are wot Articles of Faith, tut Peace; tho' 
in the T'itle it is declared_thar thofe Ar- 
ricles were agreed upon for the avoid; 
diverſity of Qpinions, and for the efabliſh: 
ing of Conſemt , touching true Rel gion : 
And the Charge given by his Majcity, 
is, that no Man ſhall eithty print or preach 
10 draw the Article aſide any way, but ſball 
ſubmit to it in the pain and full meaning 
thereof, and ſhall n't put his own Senſe 
or (omment to be the Meaning of the Arti- 
cle, but ſhall take it in the Literal or Gr am- 
matical &:nſe. By which it is plain that 
a Socinian cannot ſubſcribe the Firſt Ar- 
ticle, where "tis allerted, rhat in th: 
Unity of the Godheai there be Three Per- 
ſims of one Subſtance, Poner, ani Fter- 
nity, the Father , the Son, and the Hoy 
Gho#, without the groſleſt Hypocri- 
fie and Diſſimulation. 

Then as to the Sacraincnes, according 
to the Principles, they have lid down 
in the Trintarian Scheme conſidered, they 
can joyn in them with Papilts, Luthe- 
rans, Church-ot-Exgland- , Presby- 
terians, Independants, or Anabaprilts, 
for ſay they, p. 28. © They don't place 
© Religion in Worſhipping God by 
* themſelves, or after 'a partiicuar 


* Form or Manner, but in right Faith, 
and 
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* and a Jult and Charitable Converlati- 
* on. So that if they can but perſwad- 
themlelves that cheir Faith is Right, 
and their Converſation Jult and Chart- 
table; they can with the ſame Liberty 29 
to the Turkiſh Molque, the Popiſh Mats 
Houſe, and the Mectings of Froteliant; 
of all Denominations ; rhey don't think 
themſelves oblig'd to have any regard 
whether the Adminiſtracion be according 
to the Word and Inſtitution of God or 
not. The Mahometans and Papitts have 
a Right Faith, they believe Jctus ro be 
the Meffiah, which according to them is 
the only Characteriſtick that diftingui- 
ſhes a Believer trom an Unbeliever, there- 
fore they can frequent their Aſſemb!ics : 
And as to the Sacraments, they tell us 1n 
that ſame Book, that he char is bapriz'd, is 
only torelolve a Newneſs of Lite, (which 
by the way deſtroys Infant-Baptiſm, and 
declares cheie falling 1a with the Ana- 
baptifts:) And in the Lord's Supper, 
they ſay they are only 80 commemorate the 
ding of his Blood and breaking of his 
Boay, So that It it be a meer Layman, 
or a Miniſter ducly ordain'd, that Admt- 
niſters, or let it be a Confecrated Water, 
or Bread and Wine, irc isall one to them. 
What a valt deal of BlooJ awd Trealure / 
[ might 
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might this have {av'd to this Nation, and 


- |to the French, and other Proteſtants, had 


/they been ſo happy as to be thus princi- 
pled ! What Miſhons of Men and Mo- 
ney might Chriſtendome have fav'd, had 
'the Gentlemen of this Latitude been of 
'an earlier Riſc! *Irs all one to them 
whether the Croſs or the Creſcent be 
predominant, nay it is much better that 


_ the latter ſhould carry it, for as we have 


heard already, Mahomet ##tended only 
the Reſtitution of th: true Intent of the 
Chriftian Religion. Nay, I have read it 
ſomewhere, that the Learned Sceintans 
aſcribe the Propagation of Mahomeri/m 


ito their Demial of the Trinity, and not to 


the Sword, Thea Ict any Chriltianjudge 
.Awhat can be too vile or baſe for Men of 
ſuch Principles to attempt or act, ſo 
they can bur attain their Ends ot over- 
turning the chiet Frinciples of Chriſti- 
anity, that ſo they may be at Liberty 
to take a full (winge in purſuing the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, and other Impurities 
in which the Mahometans do ſo much 
delight. There's little rcalon ro doubt 
but 7. T. and others of his Kidney, how 
much {oever they may be againſt a Com- 
prehenſion amontit Protcitants in this Na- 


ron, which they know would (trengthen 
the 
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the Reformed Intereſt throughout Esr0pe, 
would ſoon come to a Comprehenſion 
with che Mahoimetans, as to the point 
of the Bottle , which ſeems to be the on- 
ly material Point in difierence betwixt 
them, except it be, that the Turks, as 
Nichol:zus, Cardinal de Cuſz, in his Crt- 
b-atio Alcrrani informs us, have more 
reſpe& for the New Tettament than 
7. T. for they preter the Goſpel ro their 
own Law ; wherezs F.T. when a Student 
at one of the Scorch Univerhities, threw 
away his Greek New Teſtament, be- 
cauſe he covl4 nor underſtand the 
Language , as ſome of his Comrades 
have” told the Story , and 1a a great 
Race cried Dams the Galatians, which 
was the Place where he was then read- 
ing 3 and I am intormeJ he now brags 

that he hath baniſh'd all Divinity out 
of his Cloſer, whence 'tis to bz ſuppos'd 
that it was always a Stranger in his 
Heart ; yer this is the mighty | Man of (6 
great A movlege and Lrght, to whom 
there is no: = FRY in Chriſti 


anity. _ or 
F 
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Another Inſtance of their Diſſimula-. 
tion, is, * That they, good Men, have 
Vis mighty Eſfleem tor the Church of 
* Ergland ; they approve of known 
' Forms of Prayers and Praiſes, as alſo 

-n adminiſtring Baptiſm, the Lord's 
* Supper, Marriage, and the other Re- 
* Iig:ous Offices ; they like well of the 
© Diſcipline of the Church by Biſhops 
* and Parochial Miniſters; they com- 
municate with the Church as far as 
* they can, and contribute their Inte- 
* rſt to favour hcr againſt all others 
* who would take the Chair, as they 

* tell us in rthicir 7 renitarian Schem: Con- 
* ſidered, p. 28. yet in the 24th. Pape 
ot that ſame Book, as I have already 
lunted , they ridicule the Sacraments 
thus : © Let a Man, fay they, in black 
* ſprinkle you with ſome of the Church- 
* es Warer, or give you a big of Bread, 
* or ſup of Wine, over which hc hath 
* pronounced the Wonder - working 
* Words, preſcribed in Mother Churches 
* Ritual, [and yer they pretend to ap« 
p.ove of the- Church of ngland's Form 
in the Adminiſtration of the Lord” $ Sup- 
per} © tho' by Nature, continue they, 
* you are as bad as the Devil, you ſhall 
* preſently 
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preſently be inclin'd to as much Good 
as will fave you from Hell, and qua- 
lifie you for Heaven, and this no leſs 
certainly if you are one of the EleQt ; 
for elſe the Churches Incantation pro- 
duces only a momentary Effeft, and 
a falle Appearagce of Good : No les 
certainly, I ſay, than by tying the 
Norman Knot, you may gain the Love 
of the Pcrlon you deſire, or by other 
Devices , recorded in the Learned 
Books ( 1o Fools eſteem them) of Ma- 
gick, you may caulc Hatred, raiſe 
Winds, and do a thouſand other Feats 
which have nv more Natural or Real 
Agreemeat with thoſe Caules that 
are laid to produce them, than Faith 
and Obedience have with a bit of 
Bread, or with a ſprinkling of Water. 
Theretore, when St. Avguftine defin'd 
a Sacrament to be the Outward Vi- 
ſible Sign of an Inward Inviſible 
Grace, 'or Energy, the good Father 
ſhould have conlider'd that this is the 
Definition of a Charm. # Thus the 


S.c1nians (hew their Reſpe&t to the 
Church of Fxgland, by Ridiculing her 
Deſcription of a Sacrament] 2nd after 
lome more prophane Raillery of the 
'ame Nature, they conclude. So that 
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let them turn themſelves which way fo- 
ever they can, they have turn'd the Gol- 
pel Sacraments into Charms and Spells. 


It this be nor villainous Diſhimulation, 
and dreadful Blaſphemy, there can bc 


pronounces no other Words over the Ele- 
ments, but thole pronounc'd bp our Sa- 
viour, Matt. 26, 26, 27. and by the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. ri. And is that Mother- 
Churches Ritexs!l, and her Wonder-work- 
ing Words Don't thole Men know 
that the Church of Exglend believes nor 
teaches no ſuch thing as Tranſubſantia- 
tion, nor aſcribes no other Efficacy to 
the receiving of the Lord's Supper by 
Faith, but what the Scripture aſcribes to 
it? But perhaps this is F. 7”s meaning, 
when he rells us, as before, that /+ 
ceaſes to wonder how ſo many Suppoſititions 
Piec's come to be charged upon Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, The whole New Teſta- 
ment #« only Mother (hurches Ritual. Yet 
theſe are the Men that ought to havz 
a Tolcration , tho* they impioufly ri- 
d.cule and blaſpheme vur Saviour and 
his Church, whom they pretend to re- 
Tere... i [liorek of} Inatoed 1; Vev hen 
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I have already taken notice of JF. T's 
Reſpet to the Church of Eng/and, her 
Biſhops, Liturgy, &«. by his 1aking to- 
gether all that Mr. 'Mz/tow thought tit to 
beſpattcr them with ; yet he, good Man, 
is for [{ccuring the National Church in her 
Werſhip and Emoluments , tho? impecti- 
nently, and withuut any rclation tO A 
Hiſtogy of Mr. Mztor's Life, he brings 
him in comparing the Biſbops 10 Five 
Gonty l o:'s with a:Linen Sock over them, 
and the Metropolitan Toe ſending «up a fou! 
Srench to _ and calls them the 
CGulfs and Whirlpcols of Benefices, Theis 
Liturgy, he ſays, is fartsſtica! and ſenſe- 
leſs ; and in the Litany, Neither Prieſt 
nor People [peak any entire Senſe of them- 
ſetves, thro the a , and it ts far from 
the Imitation of any warranted Prayer, but 
has been the Pattern of many a Jig, p- 48, 
49. If F. T. docs not approve of theſe 
Sayings of Mr. Milton, why did he take 
ſuch Carc tov extract them from his 
Works, and publiſh them in his Life ? 
And it he do approve them, 1s hz nor 
a grols Hypociite to wiſh the Churcts 
may bz ſecur'd in a ſenſeleſs fantaſtical 
Worſhip, which is a Pattern for Jigs 
wi LH 
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and in her Emoluments, which ſend up 
a foul Stermch to Heaven? More might 
be ſaid to prove the fraudulcot, hypo- 
critical, verſatile Temper ot F. T. and 
his Party ; but this is more than 
enough. 


The laſt thing I ſhall take notice of, 
is, their mighty Declamations acainſt 
Perſcation ; the Reaſon of which, is, 
that they know themſclves to be liable 
ro all the Puniſhments appointed by 
thoſe Laws which eſtabliſh Chriſtianity 
i1 the Nation; but not that they are re- 
ally agaioſt uſing Force in Matters of 
Religion ; which will be manifeſt, if we 
conſider the malicious and vindiQve 
Temper, which F. T. and the reſt of his 
Party have diſcover'd againſt King Wi/- 
liam, the Church of Exglend, and the 
Presbyterians, for the Law -cnafted a- 

inſt the Socinian Herefic laft Seſſions. 

heir Malice againſt the King has been 
ſufficiently evidenc'd by their libelling 
his Adminiſtration in all their Pamphlets 
qeaiuf Standing Armies, and by 7. T's 
riaging the Argument in again by Head 
and Shoulders into Vir. Milton's Lite, 


P. 118. where from Mr. Mz/ex's ſaying, 
« the 
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« the Army (meaning that left by Cyom- 
* well) lately Renowned for the Civileſt, 
* beſt Order'd, and moſt Conſcientious 
« Army in the Univerſe, did, for no 
« Caule at all, ſubdue the Supreme 
« Power that ſetthem up; if, ſays he, 
« an Army delerviiig this Character was 
{< capable of enſlaving tlicir Country, 
« what. may be expected from any other, 
* as moſt are, of a worſe diſpolition 2 ---- 
"Their Malice _—_ the Church of EZng- 
land 1 have jult now prov'd, and that 
this is the Cauſe of their Malice againſt 
the Presbyteriansz he fairly infinuates 
himſelt p: 79. Then let any realonable 
Man judge, whether a Party who have 
diſcover'd ſo much Malice and Rage a- 
ainſt thoſe that oppoſe them, would not 
Perſtoute if they had Power to do it, 

But I proceed ro give a Proof of their 
Temper that way trom matter of Fac, 
as related by themſelves in their Brief 
Hiſtory, Letter 4. p. 48. where we have 
an Account that the prevailing Party Per- 
ſecuted their Brethren ſeverely ; 
* That thoſe in Tran//vanis would ad- 
© mitnone into the Miniftry, without 
« obliging themſelves before-hand, by 
* Sublcriprion, not to ſpe2k againſt Wor- 
«« ſhipping Jeſus Chriſt; —— They in 

k. 
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« pPolana were more Rigid, Depogd and 
«© Excommunicatcd fuch as held Chrift 
« might nvt be Worſhip'd with Divine 
«© Worſhip, which was fo much the more 
« extraordinary, that the Perlecutors did 
« not think themſelves oblig'd to call 
« upon, and worſhip Chriſt, but anly 
& that they might lawfully do it, — 
* And Secrnus himielt, 18 his Premont- 
© tion ro What he wrote againſt Frencis 
« Paridjs, lays, It is a Sin to omit the 
* Worſhiping of Chriſt when we join 
« with them in Worſhip who call upon 
* his Natne, or when the Spirit moves 
« us todo itz and in their Anſwer to 
Ailbern they own that the Queſtion about 
the Invocation of Chriſt has very much 
divided them. 

Nor can any Reaſon be given why they 
who are 10 a manner of the ſame Religion 
with the Mahomctans, as has been al- 
ready- prov'd, ſhould not, according 10 
Atahomet's Command, jn the 9th Chapter 
of the Alcoran, BRreat Trace with their E- 
nemics, Kill them whrere-ever they meet 
them, take them for Slaves, detain them 
Priſoners, ard lay Ambuſbes for them : And 
therefore it were but juſt that J. T. and 
ſuch xs he, who are a diſhonour to the Chri- 
ſtian Name, (hould Le ſent to their Brethren 

in 
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in Turky, for there they will have no oc- 
calion to undermine their Religion, ſee- 
ing it is the ſame with their own, bur 
they may perhaps do them (ome kindne\s 
as to the [ni{piring them with more Mal- 
culine 'Principles againſt Slavery ; tor, 
bleſled be God, we ſtand in need of no 
ſuch Patriots for Liberty and Property in 
England, there are Orthodox Chriſtians 
caoughin the Nation to detcnd that with- 
out the affiſtance of thoſe who are for £9- 
cino Twrciſm, Tho F.T. ftts up fo of :1- 
ouſly to be a Diftator here, and may per- 
haps vie with AMahomert tor moſt il Qua- 
litiesz he 15 not like to be imbraced as 
the Head of a Numerous Sc& in Britain 
and trelazd ;therefore it were belt for him 
to take 2 turn into the 0!7994u Domini- 
ons, and make a tryal of skill there ; the 
Turks have a long time look'd tor Mahe- 
mets Return, and who knows but he 
may perſuade them that he 1s the Mun. 
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POSISCRIPT. 


Thought to have concluded here, 
but cannot omit taking noxice, 
that though the Socinians agree in tear- 
ing up the Fundamental Doftrines of the 
Chriſtian Religion , they never could nor 
| cannet yet agree among themſetves in any 
one Syſlem or Confeſſion of Dottrine, 
Thus Falentinus Gentilis and Servetuws 
diftered from one another in prerence 
at leait , as Caſrin acquaints us in his 
Theological Tra&ts; Gentilis taking ſpe- 
cial care to clear himſelf as much as be 
could from the Suſpicion of being a 
Favourer either of Arius Of Serverws x 
vet both of 'em held rhe Deity -to be 
divided into three Eſſences. We have 
heard before how Secinus and others 
differ'd about the Worſhiping of Chriſt, 
ro which may be added, that though 
rhey affect to be thought the great 
Maiters of Reaſon and the Advocates 
of it, they will not allow Reaſon to be 
lufficient 1n it ſelf to diſcover that there 
IS 
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is a God, and yet they reject the Do- 
rine of the Trinity, becaule they can- 
not comprehend ir 4n their Reaſon. 
The afcribing of Iofinite Perfe&ions to 
our Saviqur, who at the ſame tme 
they will have to be a meer Creature, 
and Przjprovius calling him God un a 
proper ſenſe and by Nature, and yet 
laying he was but 3 meer Man tall at- 
ter his Reſurrection, axe as ridiculous 
Contradictions as any that are charge- 
able upon the Popith Doctrine of Tran- 

ſubſtantiation. | 
George Blandatrs differ'd fo far from 
the refit of the Socinians, and feigned 
an Agreement with the Calvinifs io 
artfully, that Ca{vis was much cenſu- 
red by the Reformed in, Poland for char- 
ging him, with Heraſie, and yer the 
talian Church at Geneva complaig'd of 
Blandatres at laſt for uſing fraudulent 
Merhods to Poiſon the Vulgar People 
with his Opintons, andat the ſame tune 
the mare effectually to propagaze has 
Errors, tended a zeal tor the Truth, 
and ſublcrib'd the Coateſhoas of the 
Calviniſts, while his intimate Compa- 
nion was Alciatus, who upbraided the 
Catvinifls wah Worſhiping three De- 
vils, meaning the Three Perſons, w wy 
e 


(70) 
he ſaid were worſe than all the Popiſh 
Idols, Calv. Ep. 257. 

Then as to our Engliſh Secinians, they 
dont adhere to Biddle's Confeſſion and 
Catechiſm, no more than the Foreign 
Socinians do to that of Racovis, which 
in the ſeveral Editions of it has had dt- 
vers Important Alterations, 

Socinns wrote a Treatile to prove that 
it was the _ of every good Man to 
feparate from the Aſſemblies of the Po- 
liſh Proteſtants, as from Perſons too Im- 

ious to be Communicated with, and to 
Join themſelves to the more holy Aﬀem- 
blies of thoſe falſly and undeſervedly 
( as he ſaid) calld Arrians : ------- Yet 
our Engliſh Socinians can Communi- 
cate with all ſorts, and profeſs they 
jorn ſincerely in Communion with the 
Church of England, but Independantly 
on any Faction 3 and that they place not 
Religion in Worſhiping God by them- 
ſelves, as appears by their Books called 
the Trinitarian Scheme Conſidered, and 
ſome Thoughts upon Dr. Stil. Vindication, 
&c. ---- And at the ſame time, while the 
pretend to entertain Communion with 
the Church of England, they oppole the 
very Firſt of her Articles about the Tri- 
nity. 
Some 
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Some of them again profels ſincerely 
to believe that God is truly Omaiſcienr, 
and forſeeth all Events, how Contingent 
ſoever they may be to us, as in the To 
{ideration on the Explication of the Tri- 
nity, p. 32, --- Others of *'em again think 
that it is more diſhonourable to Ged to be 
the Author of all the Sin and Wickedaeſs 
that ever was, or ever will be in the 
World (which they falſly charge as the 
neceſſary conſequence of his Preſcience) 
than to deny his Fore-knowledge, as may 
be ſeen in The Deſence of the Reaſonable- 
neſs of Chriſtianity, againſt Mr. Edwards, 
P- 18: compared with The Conſiderations 
on the Explication of the Trinity, pag. 32. 

Biddles Confeſſion, p.21. 22. Argues ſtre- 
nuouſly for the Perſonallity of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ----- but the Brief Hiſtory of the 
Unitarians, SeR. 1. p. 7. denys it, -»-- and 
ſays he is only call'd fo by the ſame Fi- 
gure of Speech that deſcribes Charity as 
a Perſon. Thus it 1s evident that they 
cannot agree among themſelves, tho' 
like Herod and Pilate they agree in de- 
ſtroying the Foundations of Chriftia- 
nity. 

The laſt thing I ſhall take notice of, is, 
that their Principles have a dire Ten- 
dency to Introduce Atheiſm, or at leaſt 

Pa- 
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Paganiſm. --- Ths was obſerv'd of them 
- of Old, by Biferfeld, in his Difpure a> 
painſt Cre/lize, De Uno Deo, 'Lib. 1. Sect; 
2. Cap. 18.--- And will be ovidene if we 


conſider, | 

:.That the Author of Anſwer tothe Lord 
Bilbop of wercefo's Sermon p.5. Ridi- 
" cules the Eterniry of God, thus, © That 
« toſay a Perſon or Thing - was from its 
« felt, implics this Contradiction, That 
« &t was before it was3 [and adds} I 
« am ſorry an 'Erernal God muſt be 4 
© Contradi&ion. It's truc;, that herein he 
Contradicts Sorin, Creltws, and others 
intheir Iaſtirution of the Chriſtian Reljpi- 
on,,-where theyfayGod hath from himtclf 
a Divine Empire oyer us. atid that his 
Nattire, and whatever elſe is proper to 
the Supreme God, hereceiv'd frem him- 


ſelf; bur then we (ce that our Exeliſ 


Socimians are worſe than they, and/have 
made further advances towerds Atheiſm ; 
for if God be not Eternal, and from him- 
ſelf, he muſt be Finite, and owe bis Be- 
ing to another, which 'makes him no 
God at all, 

2. If in the ncxt place it beobſerv'd, 
That Crellins', Smialcths, and Sorinus, 
deny God's Immenfity, Circumſcribe 
his Eflcace within the Heav'as, deny 
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his —_— enice, the Infinity of his E(- 
ſeace, his Preſcieace and . Omniſci- 
ENCE, 45 May be ſeen-1n Soi, F rag. Catech. 
Tom, 1. p. 685. Smalcius his Aniwer to 
Fran, David, Tom. 2. Þ. 735. Socinus his 
Theological Przlections,  c. 11. p. 549- 
which 1s 1a effect ro Ungod hum, togive 
up the, Caule to Atheiſts, to overtura all 
Reveal'd Religion, the Divine Authority 
of the Scriptures, . aod to deny the Spirie 

_ of Prophecy, in contradictiva to common 
Senſe, as may be prov'd from theſe two 
Ioſtances,z the 1 is that of the Jews, 
whom we ſce every.day with our Eyes to 
be a deſpicable, haxed, Vagabond Pcople; 
according to what our Saviour. foretold 
would betall them ; the other particulars 
of which, as the Deſtruction of Fereſalem, 
&c, are exactly confirm'd to. us by Foſe- 
phw a. Jew, and other Hiſtorians, Ene- 
mies to the Chriſtian Name : And the 2d 
is that of the Remax Antichriſt, the Seat 
of whoſe Dominion, and the Nature of ir 
was ſo-exaRtly foretold above 1600 Years 
ago, as Kt is now obvious to our Senſes, 

« \... Then again, they precend to believe a 
Frinity, but cannar agree what it i5 ; Ku4- 
ra, _—_— Foba B:dale and his Fol- 
lowers, ſay there arc Three Perſons , 5+ 
zinns, Sclichtingtins, Crellins, and the my 

L rel 
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teſt part ſay there are but Two: — - The 
Holy Ghoſt is, according to them, One of 
the Thrce, but not a Perlon, nor God, 
nor a Creature. They own that is athing 
truly Divine and Erernal, but yer not God, 
as may be ſeen in Sclichtingius againſt 
Meiſner, p.694.=-- And Oftorodias in his 
Controverlie with Tradelins, lays, It is 
neither God nor a Creature,---2s Grawerus 
intorms us, Pol. Sacy. p. 635, —— Then 
let any Man judge whether their Scheme 


be not fullut Myſteries andContradictions ; 


can there be any Medium betwixt a Crea- 
ied and an Uncreated Being * Can the Ho. 
ly Ghoſt be Eternal and Divine, and yet 
not God f 'Can a deriv'd Omniporence, 
iuch as they alledge that of our Saviour's 
is, be enough to make a meer Creature, 
as they clteem him, a true God ? And is 
not an Erernal and Increated Omnipo- 
tence, which they aſcribe ro the 

Ghoſt, ſufficient to make him God ? Are 
not theſe Contradictions plain and evi- 
dent * .And have not thoſe Maſters of Rea* 
lon (as rhey love to be call'd) juſtly forfer- 


red all Righr of Pretenſion to it, when 4 


they would impoſe Myſteries and Contra- 
ditions of their own Inventing upen rhe 
W- r!:!. ard yer reject Myſteries of = 

6> 
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Revelation, becauſe they are above their 
Reaſon ? | 

Thus, Sir, you fce what fort of Men 
they are whom F. T, hath cais'd Mr: Milton 
from his Grave to Patronize and Ptead for, 
This is a New Socinian !nvention ro make 
the Name of (o great a Man (ubſervient ro 
their Cauſe, You have heard they can 
tarn themſelves into all Shapes and Sizes 
of Religion, in order ro overturn the 
whole 3 and now they have pur'on the 
diſguiſe of true Patriors for our Liberty, 
in order to Chear us of Chrittianity : Bur 
ſecing God hath put it into the Heart of 
hisM2jetyand the Parliament to pur a ſtop 
to thiz 1mpetuous Current of Arheifm, by /_... , 
ſtr:ngehaing Old, and propoſing New | 


Laws ag inſt Blatphemy 3 it's hoped the 
willnor be able, = all their Subtiley, 

to give any diverſion tt that good defigy, 
We have had already too good Provt of 

the Uefulnel(s of our Laws for prefervin 
our Religion to be prevented (by idle on. 
erafryOutcries of Perſecution)from guard- 
ing it farther that way. It's an ordinary 
faying in the Mouths of that Party, that 
all Religion Eſtabliſh'd by Civil Suiction 
is Perſecution, which is Ridiculous if not 
Blaſphemous. The Jewilh Religion, 
which was Revealed by Gud himlelt, was 
L 2 Eita- 
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Etabliſh'd by Civil San&ion, and the Ma- 
gitr. tes were thereby impowr'd to put to 
Pcath thole that turn'd away to Idola- 
triez yea, Nature it ſelf was laid under 2 
Force in that Caſe ; for the very Parents 
of the Idolaters were obliged to Condemn 
them, and to lay their Hands firſt upoa 
them.in order to Execution, Dew#. 13.6, 
7, 8. lt is not to be doubted but many of 
the poor Heathens follow'd their Idols our 
of Conicience ; nay, it is certain they did 
ſo, for the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. 8. 7. 
that ſome People eat with Conſcience of 
the Idol], but that Plea was nog regarded 
by God, in Apoſtates at leaſt : Nor ought 
xx to be regarded now, they have better 
and clearer means of informing their 
Coalciences now than then, bur if they 
be perverſe and obſtinate, the Maxim 
holds good, pertinacte nullum Remedium 

poſuit Deus. | 
Their ObjeRion that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion propagated and preſerved it ſelf, 
at firſt without the Santton of Laws, and 
1a a time of Perſecution, will no more 
argue againſt Chriſtian Nations provi- 
ding tor the ſecurity of their Religion by 
Law, than the Increaſe of the 1ſraclites 
and : heir Religion io E2ype argued againſt 
i heir raiſing a Fence of Laws about it, 
when 
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when they came to be ſettled "1a the 
Land of Canaan. 

I have already hinted that Kings and 
Queens axe promis'd to he N Far 
thers and Mothers to the C of 
Chriſt in the Times of the Goſpel; that 
the Church her felf is ordered to rejet 
Hereticks and throw -them 'out of her 
Coramynion 3 and therefore by ngtural 
Reaſon it will follow that the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate ought tv make uſe; ob the 
Sword God hath purt'into his hand to 
prevent the diſturbance of the Peace of 
the Church, or the poyſoniog of- her 
Children by Heretical / rige,  {ecang 
they are Nurſlio committed to ' has 
care by God himſelf, and for whole lake 
if they negle& or abuſe che truſt com- 
mitted to them, he hath not” oply peo- 
miſed to reprote Kings, Pſalm 105, 14- 
bur alſo , drike them thrawgh in the day 
of his wrath, Pal. 119. 5. of the accom- 
pliſhment of which there have been {e- 


 veral- inftances. in onr own and' other 


Nations, of which the late K. Fames, to 
name no more is a living Monument. 

It c2nnot be denied bur theLaws which 
we had got enacted by the Providence of 
God, prov'd the chief Inſtruments 
to preſerve our Religion againſt = Ef- 

orrs. 
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forts'of the Papiſts,' and therefore no juſt 
reaſon can be afſign'd why we ſhould'nor 
eſpecially now'that we have'a Prince who 
mvites us to it, enaft Laws in rhe ſame 
manner to ſecure' it from the d of 
being overturn'd by Seriniens, Drifts, and 
ors... | 


This will not at all conntenance or ap- 
the practiſe of enatting and execy- 

ting Laws againſt thoſe who may differ 
from che' National Eſtabliſhment, in 
things which'the Impoſers own to »be in- 
different, and for which no Divine Infti- 
ration can be produced :In ſuch Cafts the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt who is K. of his Church 
and God over all bleſſed for ever, hath by 
the mouth of his Apoſtles commanded a 
forbearance, Rom, 14. and therefore the 
Condi is an Invading of God's 
Throne, and a Rebellion againit Heaven : 
We have a plain'and a'pohtive Law giv'n 
us as'to that matter. But the Caſe 1s 0- 
therwilſe as to thole who bring in dam- 
nable Hereſjes, and deny the Lord that 
bought them, or teach Do&rines tending 
to a diſſolution of manners, as F. T. ſeems 
evidently to do in his Book now in Que- 
ſtion, and therefore Sir, it's hop'd that 
you will uſe your Intereſt in Parliament 
fOpromote ſuch Laws as his Majeſty and 
hs 
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the reſt of our Repreſentatives ſhall think 


mect, to prevent the growth of ſuch dan- 
gerous Opinions. He owes his advance- 
ment to the Throne, and the Eſtabliſh, of 
it, to his Zeal for the Chriſtian _— in 
oppoſition to Antichriſtian Ln 
it muſt be own'd asa 
that he ſhews himſelf equally RR a- 
ainſt Blaſphemy«and Profecaks In the 
Proſecution of odich may the Son of 
God, who thought it no Robbery to 
be accounted equal with the Father, 
ſtrengthen his Hands and tholg of the 
Great” Council of the Nation now in 
Pailiament aſſembled, 


I am Sr, 


Tour very humble Servant. 
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